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“ext Neeting of Athlone Branch will take place in
Seans Bar on konday 3rd February 1992

N.B. L.empership tees are now due a2t £10,0U., Please forrard
now so as to leave your minds clear Tor the imporzant
worries of enjoyment of the coming boating season!

Tilm pvening February 8th at ©.30 p.m. at the Jolly mariner
Mr. Vialter Borner will present more of nis
excellent sliades of the shannon. Always of
great interest - not an evening to ne missed.

Llso vlease note karch 6th as the date tor pddie Slanes presentation
on tne RrRoval Uanal - more details in Merch Aerial.

Bye Laws:- Shannon Navigation Hey Laws 1991 and shannon Navigation
pyLaws (vonstiruction of VYessels)19Y91. The Drafts of these have been
agreed by L.W.A.l., I.p.R.a. and 0.r.W, The Drarts are now 1n The hanas
of tThe attorney ueneral,

L view was expressed at the meeting that tne Construction
of vessels laws when they became law shoula be printed immeaiately ana
be easily avzilavle so that boat owners may be’ given adequate time To ao
any necessary alterations i1n time to have their boats in an acceptatle
condition when they come to register them.

L word to the wise - tnose who have not at preseni got
private mooring ror their vessel would 40 well to look immedistely
or one. If you should chocse to put down a mooring in the river, make
sure it is well clear of the navigation and zlso ask the permission of
0.P.W. for the go aheszd to place the mooring in the area you have chosen
béfore nplacing the mooring.

o

Pump out Stations:- The meeting zgreed to a pump out station at Athlone
and also sugzested one at Lecarrow and Shannon ®Bridge. Lanesboro is also
another vlace wnlch would benefit from such a facility,



Down lemory Lane:

April 1978 "laas Eranch Rally - a most successful Rzlly. Last
lionth saw 20 boats up through the lst Lock - the first
noats through it for 25 years... the laas branch 1is so

“attractive it must be conguered”

"OQur Annual Dinner Dance is scheduled for the Prince of
Vizles Hotel with Syd Shines Xand. VWine is included in
the price of £4.,50!!!

June 1878 "Congratulations to Gerry and John Schoular on the
official opening of their Iarina in Ballykeerin”

"T.W.A.I. - L.G.M., - Lough Corrib was elected as a
new onranch "

Pollution Particles

Three things have been bugging me of late:~

Green in the water.

Dead Perch Fry

Foam
Zreen scum on the surface 1s & constant worry to many people., It is in
fact an algae tnat grows orn tne vottom, obut when it dies it floats to the
top {wnere it is czlled a2 'dloom'), and in due course it éecomposes and
dissapecrs., It is likely to be more noticeable in calm conditions,
especlially if such wind as there is should nha»pven to be on shore. In
heavy rain and windy conditions the algae tends to dispers guickly. The
temperzture of the air or water has little to do with it if the weather is
warm, winds are usually light - and in actual fact the worst blooms tend to
occur vetween November and the end of April, but most of us never see them as
we dont zo ne=r the lake in these months and just one good stormy dsy and its

all gone.

LUSTR O S}
e o o

:1“

It is not pilg slurry, although where large quantities collect in bays and
harbours it may give off a suspiciously similar smell. The smell is entirely
due to decomposition. Anything that rots tends to zive off a smell, some
worst than others.

)
is not z modern phenomina. ©People who have lived all their lives on or
around the lake will confirm this. One thing is certain - blooms are worse
than tney used to ve, and the scientists tells us that this i1s due to
increased quantities of phosphate in the wster, but that is something for
another day. In the meantime wztch out for dead perch fry in our next issue.

-
Is

Snannon Forum T4th January 1992

The participants were reque=ted to submlt thelr pesition regarding
the orinciple of z Shannon aAuthority.

meetins with the ilirnister has veen screduled for early Tebruary
tc dlscucs tne ongoing flooding.

Zord Failte zddressed the

meeting

/Conteeiennno
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T'he hire fleet this season is 3o increaseits fleet by 100 new
boats.,

The estimated revenue at present is 10-12 m with a tarcet of 35m.

The plan at present is to explore potential investors with an
investment tzrget of 125 million 2/9 of which i1s at present committed in
projects.

L special dezl for the remaining 7/9 is required in the torm of
BES and related tax incentive schemes and the Forum was requested to use
its good offices to persue this policy with Government through National and
pEC 3Ztructural Funding. The boating density at present is estimated at
1,00U acres per bpoat.

Kegaraing development lir liclally stated thzt this should take

place in areass adjacent to existing racilities and Bord Failte are ooposed
to such development that would damage the naturzl amenity.

The Hodsorn Pill=r Story

2ranch members some time previously had cleared away scrup and ivy
rror tne lititle isiand just north east of Hodson Bay Hotel., 4 further expedition
just pefore Chrisitmas, the vpricks and mortar gang set avout recapping the

pillar to prevent further deteration.

Sabriel slegtor whilst pelancing precariously ztop a bad Ladder
noticed whzt appearea to be part of a stcne carved boat proitruding where some
of the caprping stones had 1zllen away. ‘

On Seturday 18th Janusry in the company of John O'Sullivan, Hodsoun
say Hotel owner under the zguldance of GeaYoid O'Brien, President of the 01d
Lthlone 3ociety the work party removed the top stones to revezl a tine cut
ctone biblica:r ..plicz of the Ark.

Resemopling a clinker built vessel it is 79 em long (c23feet) 50 cm
wide and 24 cm deep with keel running to deck level fore and aft. The deck
5lightly curved has zix sgmetricall holes with an iron spike protruding
upwaris from one hole,

The Tational Museum have beer advised of the find and authoritive
datine is awalted.

It is believed that Hodson, an officer in the Cromwellian

.rmy ouilt his house, now the hotel, at the location which was the site of

St. John Lopey. The ALbbey was reputed to produce stone work. In 1949 whilst
excavating to vuilld tne annexe to the Hotel a 14th C crrved head was found.
This i1s presently in the ational lluseum. Whilst opinion is that the bhoat
may be 13th C if it could be linked 1o the head then the find would be of

major sirnificenc

Layiay as vou can imagine tnere was grent excltement and whiskey macs.
Hov the boat enaed up on the pillar, where it came from and vhy

nige 11 ~tep she pillar leave z lot of mystery. fearoid noted t-at one of

tnie Hodson was & memper of LLREVY.C. in 1835 and posed its possivle use-as

L peacon.
Zvervrody 1g anreed nowever trnat hopefully it will e kent locally.

e vorgperty fov tne record consicted of Lrchdeacon “sve, Sesn



t1 allisaon, Janriel 3leator,

imons, :teshie Flaanery, DJecland and Rory “lalsh, Joann Dingle,

2addy Leninan, John and Ciara Sullivran,

TJearoid O'3rien and ?.J. Hurray.

Photo by kind permission of P.J. Murray and Westmeath Independent.

Exciting discovery

made at Hodson Bay

R A R i Sk Ty - g
An exclusive photograph of the carved boat which was discovered by the Athlone branch of

the Iniand Waterways Association of Ireland on Hodson's Pillar, reputedly the centre of Ireiand,
on Pinnacle [siand.

Svmoathz

On vehalf of the Inland Waterways we extend our deevest sympathy
0 the family of the late Lt.Col. Denis Madizan. Denis who resided at
Portaneena was to be seen regularly on the inner lakes sailing ais sel?
ouilt sloon, a gentleman and odrother of the late Xevin Madigag ot Sha;;on
Havigation. N
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IF YOU HaAYe A HEp 'X' ¢ EN ACCURDING TC “UR XECOWDS YOUR

SUBSCxIPrION IS OVERUUE

PLEASY RuIIT £10 10 Hon. THEASUHER I.W.A.1. Sean Fitzsimons
c/0 Seans Bsar, rlain Street, Athlone.

1'HE
RuYaLl
CANAL

A

REMARKABLE

RECOVERY

An _lllustrated History of Restoration presented by:-

Eddie Siane )
Chai;mén'Royalicanal Amenity Group
on rriday otan March 8,30 Peme 1in 'The Jolly Mariner' Athlone

~~=000=—=

Next Meeting of Athlone Branch wiil take place in Seans Bar on
lMlonday 2nd march at Be3UD.Me

=000 =mm

The Ballinamore & Ballyconnell Cansl Outing

Athlone Branch are organising a days outing to view the ongoing
restoration work

Saturday 14th March Lepart the Docks Athlone 9.U0 a.m.
psus Fare teeccesass £6.00 app.

Pack Luncheeeceeeee.. Your own

Evening Meal uUption..

To allow us to organise please aavise NUW on endorsed form with
remitance Sean. .090z 92358

——=QUQ=——
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Navigation jotice

SHANNUN rarmonoarry Lock closea from 11th Kebruary to 1ith Narch
to carry out essential work

GRAND CANAL Closed bpetween Ticknevin and 3allycommon - Locks 20-21
for approx. 8 weeks from 3rd February for remedigl work,

FOR _YBUR DIARY

Ruth Heard Film Show Friday April 10th

«=m000=m=

The Third Annual Borner Evening

A special thanks to Walter and Ruth for yet another grand
evening., A4 varied programme of the Shannon 1991, the boats, the people
the crack. Well done.

~«==000=-~

Rally '92 . -

Commodore Paul Garland
- - = - Vice Commodores -Kieran Valsh/Tom Murphy
L Chairman larie Hyland
Secretary Patsy Manley
Treasurer Denis Skehan
Committee.. 3Sernard Delaney, lichael Brody, PFrank Farrell
Denis Treasy, Michael Lynch, Connor Furey and
Fiona Furey.

;Itinerarx' Saturday 25th July Tarmon

Sunday 26 ilslass
lionday 27 Kilglass
Tuesday 28 Carrick
- = = ‘ednesday29 Lough Key
- Thursday 30 Lough Key
i Friday 31 Coothall
Saturday 1 Augtist Carrick

~==000 ===
FOR SALE mein Goodewind

vWiesterly Pagent 23' Zloop Good Cruiser/rzcer. Zxcellent Condition

zilge Keel 4-5 perth Pull Suit of s3ales including Spoinikar.
“clvo 10 hp inooard engine Yinter liooring/Ziorage Trailer
Derragh 2' Dinghy liany Zxtras ceeees 10,250 o.n.o
Zontact Thriste Lilece 0802 29007
e QO = -
Sympathy We extend our sincere sympathy to Gearoid 0'Brien
on the recent death of his Father “rendan.

To Eddie Slane on the recent dezth of his sister we
extend our sincere sympathy.

—==000~m=m



Pollution Particl

[¢]

S Dead Perch “ry

I came to live on the shore of Lough Ree in 1987 and since then
have ooserved certain phenomina. One of these is gulls feedina voraciously
along the shore. 'When thi~ has happened a few times one Begins to wonder
'on wrat', It wasn't difficult to find out, it was just a case of gzoing to
have a look where you see the zulls,,and there are two things in particular,
The gulls feed on flies, particularly May flies. Indeed during the rise in
May t1e gulls can be at it most of the day. But at other times of the year
they will oe found to be eating dead perch fry, nearly all small, this year's
natcha. Certain other things were noted over the years., This feedins took
place early in ne day,and when tne days were snort - lovember %o Feoruary.
The water would bYe comparatively calm, and the e was generally some bloom,
And what does all this add up to: It is all a pertectly naturzl process, not
directly connected to pollution, although blooms tend to be more freguent if
the phosnhate content of the water is nigh. To retrace our steps, as a bloom
starts to decompose thnere is a 3.0.D. This reduces t-e oxigen content of +the
water, especially in the shallows. '"hen %the wind rufles the water oxygen
is absorbed from the air and is the main way in which oxygen level is kept up
in a lake. 1n calm conditions this does not work so well, so the Z2.,0.D. of
the bloom is not replaced. Oxygen levels are always lower at night and the
cumulative result is - perch fry dying of suffocation, and some big kills have
been seen at midnight or later. For all I know this may well happen at any
time of the yesr after the perch fry hatch in June, but I never see it as I
dont rise at dawn all the yenr round, and the gulls have generally finishea
breakfast within a hour of sun-rise.

- ) =000 ===

Harry Rice Cup

The closing date fdr entries is Friday 27th NMarch
Theme - - Essay, Ships Log or Picture
- -l C on .
Inland Waterways

o Junior under 15 and Adult categories
Entries to Mrs Rosemary Furlong, Coosan Point, Athlone.

===000-~~
Copy of Letter
The Secretary Co.Dublin
L.W.A.L.
Athlone Branch February 13th 1992

Dear 3ir,

I have just neard of the death of Myles Digby, he appafently died peacefully
at his sister's home in Scotland.

I recall that in or around 1963 he asked me to bring down a cup which was to
be a Perpetual ‘rophy for the Inland Waterways shannon Rally. It was known as
the 'Digby Cup' and it used to feature as a prize for outstanding performance
in some sort of 'Boatmanship!'.

I naven't been on the YNorth Shannon Rally for a number of years now, but the
death of poor old Myles naturally made me think about his association and the

suvport of the Shannon and of the Athlone Branch in particular.



Is the cup still in existence and is it still 1eztured on i1he Relly zas a
prize?

I would be glLad to hezr from you.

Yours trusy yours,
ROBZRT HUGHES

Thanks Bobby :ur neeping us informed, let us salute lyles with a trip
down memory lane:

16" Cup Inscribed as follows:- Awarded annually since 1962
I.W.A.I. as the Class Award for Open
Shannon Boat Rally Boats.

Perpetual Challenge Cup
Presented by

lMiles A Digby Esq.,
July 1962

Early Winners

1962 Gannett G.D. Hanna A.J. Shirley
1963 An Spailpin D O'3Brien, T.Hynes, S Pitzsimons
1964 Gannett G.D. Hanna, M.V. Hanna , A.J. Shirley
1965 Coosan Rover W.Henshaw, T.,Martin, 3B.Henshaw
1966 J.Daly B.Daly, F.Dely, M.Dely o R
1967 Wild Thing P.J.Chatterton , D. M.Foy, J.E.Heaton, F.G.Reid -
1968 Aileen L.Furlong, =R.Scott, P.Williams
/ - . ’ V ' -
/ S
19590 The Razz Bobby Garland
a/FEd . - =

NEWS FR0OM THE MNORTH - . R

Qur usual reliable sources in Carrick-on-Shannon have given us most
interesting information on current developments on two Veterways.
1) Zrne-Shannon Link This oroject is proceeding most successfullr and on
schedule, but tne really exciting newz 1is that is is coming out below . :
budget eztimates arnd that the surplus funds will be used to commence <he

- Fa —r 4+ Fag . - - Ly e
cvening of ine navigation from =eliurcet to Zough Oushter,

What 2 super waterway i1t will =221 ve wren linked to the Shannon!!

2) Lough Allen It is undersiood that a2 coniract is zrout to ne placed to
survey the extension of navigstion Zrom Lcres Leke %o L.allen. This would
ooviousgly enizil the ouﬂ;dﬂ ng = new Lock a1 Drumshambo, nut compared to the
work on the = % Z, it could te done very suickly and would oe wonderful
for tne Zhannon gv1gation. Ve eagmerly awslt furthhr news!

Roving Reporier



News Letter

ATHLONE AERIAL

Athlone Branch ,Inland Waterways Association Of Ireland
All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial, Seans Bar, Main St., Athione.

-3
O
O
n

Aoril

Jusscriostion Overdue
The response %o tha dreaded red proves again f ;
most effective. f é i
|
{

For those who can itake the nain we present *+hia | ’ ;
month the doubvle or guis. L————*————-

£10 to Hon,Treasurer, Sezn itzsimons, Main “%.,Athlone

'if

National A.G.i. Triday 27th March 2.00
R.I.A.C. Club Dublin

Yext Branch Heeting 5th April 8.30 Pe.ll. 3Seans Bar,

Athlone Branch have great pleasure once again to present

RUTH HEARD

A 3 i e ¢ v e+

on

OUR INLAND WATEIWAVS

Yesterday & Yesteryear

Friday 10th April 8.30 p.m. Shamrock Lodge Yotel

Programme will include Tercentenary Cruise and
footage from the archives

LLadies this is Just Dessert Nite!




n
-

The 2 & B or nearly

Two tuses, northwards, cne red one white. 4 distinguished cest.
Upon arrival at £SB site office at Ballyconnel!l, Dermot Zyrne of KSB
International took us in tow,

After a briefing on the historiczl and technical aspects of
this 40 mile Erne Shannon link we visited the 2nd Lock locsted near the
village on the Woodford river,

what man nhas put together man can tzke asunder, strengthen and
replace 1n more or less the same place, Like z good plastic surgeon with
a nip here a tuck there, like new.

And so the story went, si:iteen locks and associated wiers, river
widening, briage strengthnening with an end product in sight mid '93. This
engineering fezt blending massive machinery with minute stone masonary.
Take a bow XS5 International,

Two Locks from Leitrim we took to the cdrink and then to Leitrim
and then to Uromod. Two buses southwardas, one red, one redaer,

Lough Ree Yacht Club - Erne Link

on saturday evening 4tnh April
LRYC are host to ESr Internationzal
presentation on the

SHARRON - ERNE LINn

1y

Mempbers of LVWAL are cordiaily invited

rhe Late IFrank ‘zters

Praax, a rounder memvrer of the Inlan

a Taterways Lssoclation, a
Lize long Iriena of Lougn Ree., 4 drominent rigure in puolic li*e in the
midlands., & voice of the ordinary man. L Lover oF +the vern znd 1ike

Harry an authority on the Lough Ree monster!
An ithione milestone, remembered

e e

i rank Junior and the aters iamily ve extend cur deepest sympeathy.

1

o]
txj

) e P ~ i — .2 ~ P - -~ Pal
Cnn nenzl? of +the branch z sincere Inanyk vyou ¢ Zlane for zis
= RS E ST, - S M - =yl ) -
sresentation c¢i the Royal Canal, & remaricble recovery,
- o bl =8 1~ - ol - o) - B -~ .
Channon Zrne 1ink the end =woduct is the zame, tne

LUTED

oo P ~ PO bop SR s - k}
0=6 Zertn CTrulser or Zarge wanield tc rent for frne period
o= Taa) + . 5 -

25tk July to 1st aucust next.

Contact: Lorrzine (01) 612908 office
(01) 3224174 aome
or
N (n51) 54072 ' ome
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Now have I got me!
Anchor

Bailer

txi

ire Ixtinguisher
First Aid
Brandy

3ucket

Jeevers! wheres me registration

Registration of Boats +++apPply... Shannon Navigation
O0ffice, The Docks,

Athlone,
Now your right.
National A.G.M. of I.W.A.I.
Held in Dublin - _27th March 1992
Presidents' Address: In the course of ais address, our President

Damien Delaney stated that tre new Bye-Laws were
expected to come into operation by May this year and that all members should
make sure to obtain copies as scon as they became available, There are 2
sections or sets of Bey-Laws - those relating to the Navigation and those
applying to construction of boats. The chargze for locks on the Shannon would
be £1.20. The President also stated that "Harbour-hogging" must be eliminated
and this would be dependant upon co-operation and monitoring by all members
and branches. He announced that the B % B Canal would be completed in mid=1993
and officially opened in 1994.

Secretary : Peadar Canavan announced that the Association had
1,116 members. Thanks were expressed to him at
the end of his term of office.

Treasurer : Our hard-pressed Treasurer May Gallacher declared
that "Ve must do ovetter"! Two branches had not yet

sent in their accounts and 9 dranches were late, As a result the accounts

were not finalised and it was agreed that the A.G.M. would have to be re-

convened at the next Council meeting in Mullingar (15/5/92) to approve the
accounts.



Elections : Pre=ident Domien Delaney
Tice~President Des Leyden
Secrevary Dermot Murphy
Trezsurer Nary Gallagher
Editor Ruth Heard
P.R.0O. Liam Kenny
Council Chairman % Secretaries of all bdranches
+ 12
elected - i.e. Ruth Heard, S Pitzsimons, P.,Hanna

(Retiring - not eligible for re-

election)

Resolutions :

1)

2)

Reports : Revorts
th

I3
ommititment

S.Herraghty, F.3>lake, B.RBrislane,
A.%zterhouse, P.Canavan, C.Becker,
E.S5lene, D,Tracey, M.Hyland.

I.Bath, R.Redmond, J.%Wszterhouse.

Lrne brench announced that they wished to obroaden
the scope of their activities by including =211
intere~ted zroups and sub-committies in the Torth,
as they felt at a big disadvantege in deeling with
Government Devartments. Their title, in eftrect,
only gives them representation for the Erne.
Accoraingly they wishet to chanse the name of

thelr branch to "Inland Vaterways Northern Ireland®
and would of course remein = branch of
to this effect wsas aszreed,

oo,

- -
Lettoneda

4 resolution

S5tatus for our Limited
increased

vould ne

from each
Report,

oranch were ther reszd out and the
given vy our Chairman Declar "alsh,
outgoing 3ecreitary Peadar Canavan for nis

- 4 2 qor < - : £ .
to tne job with the usual Corrib flare.

“uarterle Zouncil eeting

rranch

A A AR
o s e s

/A

ssssseea/Z0NT



3.

: L0t cye=naws = The Tinal e ecinag 13 10w annroved and could he in
over tion by toaril, IS Mzvbhour-iogging i3 not eli inated, the
ceonla~ions will me incwensed in severity Tor 1993, 411 members and
rancnes st 2eln to nonitor this situation.

an Tailsce =2nd tre 3hannon Torum on £ai

N
H
D
s
ot
.
T
4]
ot

Council leeting - Triday 15%th lay

: T lrehdecon Tave 'Zrien vhoe ave af nrazent
convalegeina, Our s o jyou 2oth,

Ruth Heard Tvening

very enjoysrle evening of toth film and video of vesterdayr

i ”
Always a nronular nizht. Our thanks again %o Ruth for

and ¥ a2h
ner snnual visit to the Zo0z o7 Allen Vacht Club.

The avenlng Tinisaed traditionally with delicions delica ies,
our thanks to Sridie Delaner and the ladies.

Harrvy Rice Comvetition

The results of tizis ye-rs competition wevre announced at the film
snow. uth nresented the cup to a very deserving and delighted
Kieran Sloyvan overall winner
2nd. Jane Valsh
Joint 3rd. Andrina Sloyan
Oona Herraghty

Congratulations to Kieran and all the winners and thank you to Rosemary
Furlong, competition co-ordinator, well done.

Pollution Particles 3. Foam

The third of my buggs is or was foam. When I mention foam on Ree
people look at me as if [ was mad. Everybody knows there is toam on the lake.
Haven't we all seen streaks of foam on the water when there is a good breeze
blowing, Haven't fishermen bheen casting their flies or dapping their may-flies
in this foam from time immemorial, in the hope that the wily trout will be the
better toolad., Well if that's what you think you were not on the lake on
Sunday 8th December last. 1 nappened to take a run up the lake as far as
Robin's Island. There was a nice breeze, the wind was Kast., Thevre was sone
foam on the surface but not anytning unusual, but in big patches rather than
streaks. 3But along the shore it was heaped up for all the world Like snow
shovelled up on tae side of the road after a snow storm., Well what ahout that?
Lt had to be investigated., The foam is very persistant, like when you over-do
the liguid in the washup. Could it be that somebody was lLetting Large
quantities of detergent into the laxe, or someother equally obnoxious suvbstance.
I ended up with Trevor Champ, scientiric officer with the Central PFisheries
Board, and the answer? When a certain type of weed, perhaps vest described
as a dense long haired moss, and quite common in parts of the lake, when this
weed rots 1t relewuses large quantities of charophyte, which is the basis of the
foam, and a substance not unlike the one that makes foam in detergent.

In some lakes 1t re=1ly does pile up, sometimes as high as three feet. A
perfectly natural phenominia which most people have never seen. Not veing mad(?)
they dont go voating in the winter months. So much for my three buggs -

2ll basically, natural phenominia,
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Cur next committes meeting will take place in Seans 2ar on 1st

wonday in September 19952,

d

2leq

on ~

g2 do not forzet last date ror leaving your wiater mooring
a2 juays ov puolic jetties in Athlone is 31st of May - so
nlease make sure your correctly registersed vessel is on your
summer mooring by 1st June 1992. Thank you.

ct 4

Well, Holy God, (to quote a well known Tictitious character) did
you rezd the 'Diary' in tae enclosed Inland Waterwaus News., The
length of it! The number of Rallies, week long and weekends; how
will we set to them all! Twenty eight different events from the
Erne to the Derg, from the Corrib to the two canals. 3ut isn't
it great. Plenty of hard work committies have been active over
winter montns when you thought nothing was peing done. Yait for
Tthe B % B canal to come on stream! Oh voy.

I hope as many of you as possible will ne abple %o support as many

of the events as you can and that this summer will be full of havoy
Inland Waterways holidays enjoved in sunshine and especially in
safety. And ple“se, please, remember that courtesy costs very little.

P.5. - Special Local plug - dont forget to send your entry for the
Shannon Rally, PFriday July 24th to Sz2turday lst August, If you
cant do so by letter a phone call would help to Patsy Manley at
01-450958.

Have a nice summer.

NATIONAL COUNCIL REPORT

From our Delegates - Mullingar 15th lfay 1992

Co-options: Following on the A.G.M., two members were co-opted to
council :- fan Bath and Reggie Redmond

L.Key Development: Drummans Island will be safeguardied and all
existing landing and access points will be
retalned

ooooocoo-aoo./
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Snannon Forum : Declan "alsh renorted on 2 provosal to monitor levels
and aquality of water (informztion technology system),
out only if BC funding is received.

Shannon Navigation Act: The bresident, Damien Delaney reported that the

new 3Sye-laws are now in operation. He made the

Ulster

Pump-out

1o osemny
RS PP

Canal :

Stations:

Tewsletter:

following important points:-
Copies .7
Docks.

a) tne .ye-laws may be purchased at Aihlone

Registration is now compulsory, but it is "once off"
and free. Forms may be ohbtained at the Docks (i.e.
the lock) and should be returned to same.

c) Visiting boats from the
etc., must register.
“oats coming from the Erne (by road or ® % R) which
are already registered tnere, will have recivrocsl
recognition i.e., no need to register.

Corrib, Slaney, Grand Canal

Tan Bath reported strange goings-on at parts of this
navigation. C.P.W, Drazinage section are tearing up
some of the canal and locks, while 0.P.W. X¥avigation
secticn are wringing their hands and Erying to get them
to stop! Ien, of course, was the one who discovered this
vandelism and reported it to Navigation.

Athlone branch are recommending locations a% Shannonbridge,
Athlone, Hodson Bay, Lecarrow and Lanesboro. A4 complete
list for ell Vaterways is now ready and will be submitted
by Council 0fficers to the Department of Znvironment.

consideratiorn to improve the
rance.

o

ort Term cor lonz term in private hnsr-our in Derry Zay
uopozite Szints Island L, Ree
Telephone lary 01 273207 Ton = Fri 12,30 - 5,30
4180
Fully zoudoped 8 lertin criiser Tor hive - 01 073207
Childs life-~ijacket, in ~o3d cenditior, sultenle Tor 10-74 vr,014d
Contact Zheils Redmond oxn "Zranazegh",
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HEINEKEN PEOPLES REGATTA
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sund:y 5th Julw

Ltinery

11,00 Junior Fishing

2.00 Min Afloat un Ashore
Row 3cat races Bouncing Castle
Barrell Race Street theatre
later Sports Pony Trips
Jet 3ki Display Fancy Dress
Sub Aqua Display Childrens Disco
Jazz Water music

4,30 RCUND THE ISLAND RAPFT RACK

Evening Pagent Athlone pre 1691

Grand Fireworks Display

A1l [.W.A.IL. members throughout the land are cordially invited
to Athlone, the heart of the Shannon for weekend JULY 4th & 5th

N.B. The L.W.A.I. are coordinating the water sports programme. President
Damien bDelaney is looking for volunteers to join in the fun, that
means conscription.




one Chamber of Commerce

presents
T &

A Carnival Week

of % Colourful Fun Parade
 Art & Culture % % Art Exhibition
* Sport * - Busking Competition
* Fun & Frolics *x * Theatre . .
.
ne 28 ~ July 5 1992 Peoples Fun Regatta
: * Spectacular Raft Race
% Angling Festival

in
Aﬁ H E—-Q N E - Poetry Readings
e Heart of Ireland Children's Jamboree

Open Air Concerts
Sculpture Trail

* Beat on the Street
Sports Events
Festival Radio
Fireworks Display
* Pageant

>t

%

* %

Organised by: _
| Athione Chamber of Commerce & Incustry
Special Festival Hotline 0902-73173

Leaflet sponsored by
- WOODFIT LTD., Grace Rd., Athlone. Tel: (0902) 94612

. Tempie Prnting Co. L. ASw



News Letter

THLONE AERI

Athlone Branch ,Inland Waterways Association Of Ireland
All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial. Seans Bar. Main St., Athlone.

. - o —~ s .
Ters we sc 2gain, %re navrty is over or sl.acst.  The pipew will
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clow, Zresumeoly all I.7.AVI. members 1ave by now rezistered and evers
effort snould ce made to encournge all, Positive berefits are zrpparer-
Trom comtliance with fthe bertizge regulation.,

There is gocd news on the provision of a2 marina complex at Athlorns,
t

Tne local authorities have requested submissions by all interested pzr-ies

ct

o location, facilities, usage etc.

Jext Meeting : llonday 7th Septemter
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Thirty -Second Annual Shannon Rally

The Rally this year attracted a near record entry of 65 bozts,

znd except for the opening week-end enjoyed veautiful weather. After the

T22ting of the ithlone and Carrick ‘leets at Tzrmonparry, the rz2lly under
czmmodore Paul Sarland nezded for Kilalass 2% t7e back of Jarnzdce Taters,

Tnere two nights ware spent zn? many of the serisus and not so serious

~ - PR + , } . Fa n 3 PR an i
SoTmPevLLions =07 under way., The "Lady of Dubdblin® crestzi s sersstion ard

[¢47]
[N
O
<
3]
'3
O
';..l
'.J
8]
n
ot
3
(4
wd
,..I
n
o)
I
(€3]
jay
IJ
w3
-

eservsd zpplause by arriving dress

-d
molete with 2 nisrachy of "disnhops" and sacred music! The local communi

22 2Xverdied & zig welcome and many facilities, but the loud dizzo musio
_:i;l 2.30 a.m. was not appreciated by everyone!
) The usuel mid-week stop in Carrick gave oproriunities for shorpvine
-y
$7C., 202 a2t the Faney Jress that nizht the "bisnops" found themselves D=~

zTzzed wnen His Holiness tne "Zope" arrived! The R.X.L.I. aucticn at
-cotehall raised a record 2£650.

A new venue on arrival in Lough Key was "The Moorings" pub and
Testaur=nt, although the small cut and harbour necame extremely over-crowded
zn2 some anchorsd off, whilst a few wise ones slioped into Paddr Gilboy's
~ice new facility a2t Tara Ilarina, Knockvicar.

Rockingham saw the finish of competitions, with lots for the
cnildren, sports, treasure hunt, and tallent contest. : vopular

innovation was the closing dinner in the complex, which avoided the usuzl rush
g s

[

2

e

the lock on 3aturday to get back to Carrick,

Juring the course of her speech at the dinner Chairman Yarie Hyland

rzferred to regisiration and the new oye-laws and requested tnz%t I.W.A.I.

1
lanK3 z2re due e Commodore, Chzirman ani Commciiee,



1
th
T
bth
~NTITYT ol e
S ISR CLASS
QAT T TAT N oy
Doadaia i A

LAY OVEPBOARD

&3}
2V}

ZLIABRTLITY

TAVIGATION

FLRST LATE COWKE

DTONTTY AT D
T D —

(]

=0:7 BY CTLiA

L

LiDIES BOoAT

HADLIN

DENIS BYRNE

CUP

DOC FARRELL

CUP

FLORAL COMP

)
.

.

3

.

o .o

..

'

ve

e -e e ae

s

e

Lay

- ( - [P T4 s
J cuonn \as AL P L-L\r
- PR £ —

Tiiiller  {(Duizke)

7 0 Ziccnain (Iron Ladv
p
o ,
D Herrashty (Dunrcss)
- .
t. Trenly {Chers
o
JelloTTett (Ladr 3
JUISKE
& .A_.J
ILLAROOTITI
- st <
ot wrzarded
T - -
ot avarded
P, anzer {(Tireranin)
A vy 7 “eo . N
3. edrond {Crannagh)

Y.Hanahoe (Ouidnunc)

R. Anderson (Santa Royale)
Lady of Dublin

Duiske

Dunross

t—

Iron

ady
T 0'Neill (Lady of Duolin)

S. Yérrazhty (Dunross)

2dy o

f Dublin

xc"-‘! tﬁ_‘}‘-‘a"‘*\',
. Ve T . BRI
1raseoXo (Dwlitzariand !
. fie - N
- e - . e
nTR o lalovsia
- - R 7 - - hY
DO DT vk e { A T e e )
. NS Lock o)
. /o o~ \
AR ] PR
L Thannon Ster)

Duiske
J Goffett (Lady 43)
D.%illette

Leamore
R.RBRorner (Winkelreid)

-

(3
N



1]

POLLUTION PARTICLES
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Water Quality Lough Ree: While occasional samp
there appears to be no regular monitoring of the water quality of the lzxe,
so any observations cannot be other than subjective. Algea blooms occure
regularly from the end of May to mid August, and while severe tney did noct
last long., The bloom seems to sink if there is heavy rain and we have had
plenty of that, this having been the wettest iugust for many yesrs. Uezzr
clarity seemed ovetter, you could sometimes see the bottom in 3 or 4 feet of
water., )

How Green are you? There is a depot in Athlone, which takes
glass, newspaper, cardboard and aluminium. Do you know where it is? Have
you ever used it? if not, why not, Perhaps most of our members dont live

-~
e

O

in Athione. What is going on in your area. Do you use the 1o
depot? P E T bottles (the large ones for fizzy drinks etc) can be recycled
and yet there does not seem to be any collection of these outside the
Dublin area. Near Mullagh in Co.Cavan there is a plastic recycling plaz<,
oneof the largest in Europe, and a godsend to the local community trecause
of the large number employed. Yet, believe it or not, all the waste

material is imported.

i




News Lerter

ATHLONE AERIAL

Athione Branch ,Iniand Waterways Association Of Ireland
All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial. Seans Bar, Main St., Athione.

October 1992

Next Branch lieeting - Fond=y 5th October 8.30pm. Seans Bar

At the September meeting it was decided, subject to permission from

[&]

hannon Tavigation, to renew the IWAT moorings at Ballykeeran.
Y

i
-

It was noted that of the six courtesy moorings on Lough Ree there
remains presently only Ladywell and Safe Harbour buoys. It is

hoped that the missing markers will be renewed next season.

ATHLONE BRAYCH EXD OF SEASON DINNER DANC

Friday 25%h September 9.00pm.
in
THE HODSON BAY HOTEL
Buffet and Dancing + the divil and all

Book your tickets now from Seans 0902 92358 Subscription £12.00

© % B Hodson Bay Hotel £22,00 pps.
-==00000=—=

SAT/SUK 26th 27th September E*D OF SEASON RALLY SHANIONBRIDGE.

===~00000==m

Lavnching Ceremony of Louzh Ree Cruiser Recovery Vessel

On Thursday 10th 3eptember to = distinguished cathering Iir lavtin
Dully, Chairmar FRord Failte, officially christened the Irish Boat
tente.rs Recovery Boat to the memory of the late Jim O'Brien. Jim, 2 past
collezgue ir %ozrd Pailte was instrumentszl in supporting the Shannon Yire
Toal opersiior during its infancy.

The present strength arng cuality of craft avezilable today is
vestimony to the wisdom of that support.

Tae craft will be based et Athlone and avallable for z11 IBRO
companies use in the recovery of craft on Lough Ree.
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News Letter

ATHLONE AERIAL

Athlone Branch ,Inland Waterways Association Of Ireland
All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial, Seans Bar, Main St., Athlone.

November 1992

The next meeting of Athlone Branch I.W.A.I. will
take place on Monday 2nd November 1992 in Seans
Bar, 8.30 p.m.

£.G.M. 4th Decembver 1992

tememoer! remember! the 4th December - This is the date of the
A.GJL. 07 tne Afthlone Rranch of I.VW.A.I. which will ve held in

The Shamrock Lodge Hotel, 8.30., Cheese and Wine.

Please attend and show your interest and support for your bpranch.
Ls stated oefore there is much work on hand and your help is really
needed.

How as regards the development of new harbours in our area,
we all agree that the Bord of Vorks have done splendid work in regards
to tne harbours at Lanesboro, Lecarrow , Hudson Bay and Banagher. Also
congratulations to the Roscommon Co.Co., and Offaly Co.Co., for their
very imaginztive landscaping of these harbours. It is appreciated by all
our members., However there remains one old problem - i.e. the difficulty
of getting out if one has the misfortune to fall in to the water in these
narvours. It is not to bad during the boating sezson =s there is usually
plerty of peodvle zround to come to sscistance as hapnened recently in
Lecarrov - well done Tridie Delaney, one narson nzd = very lucky escape

“rom e wztery creve due to vour prompt help, Zui wnat heavvens in the off
season® The narbour in Tanaghor is a case in voint. Tne enitrance to the
o S tne puxlic rozd but ' out of the nerbour

h ~

the other» siad

e
wim, if von avre
V‘
s

€ < ,
easy access to sulety., L counie of chains get into
our could maXe a.rreat diTerence o a’ety of tnis
ne otner nzrobours. - ’

It iz an urnfortunate Tzct thet aarbours zre ar n-iraction to
peorle a0t just coating peovle, =t 2ll <imes of Ine yesr. “lease could
sometr “ike tnis be done to nelp.,

us. T i uvn to

a
We& 20 %nLoLU Turn our zrTraction to

we make sur
1
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Report from Council Meeting

n

aniteary “tations

D.Delaney reported that Mary Harney T.D., !‘lnister for Environmentel
DProtection, has undertaken to advise the local authorities that (a) male
and female toilets, (o) Pump out station (c) disposal facility for
chemiczl/portadble toilets and fresh water supply, should be provided at
eacn sanitary station. Approval has been granted for pump out facilities
at :- lount3hannon, Carrick on Shannon, Athlone, Lanesborough, Banagher
Portumna, Xillaloe, Dromineer, Tullamore, Edenderry, Lowtown/Roberistown.
Sites under consideration are :- Lough Key Forest Park, Hodson Bay, Lecarrow
Dromod/Rooskey, Drumsna, Tarmonbarry, 3zllyconnell, Leitrim, Keshcarrigan,
Ballinamore, GCarradice Lake/Haughtons shore. A further submission is to be
made to the linister of Tourism and Communications for further sites
including the Corrib and the Royzal Canal,

Hewsletter

A subcommittee was formed to examine ways of improving the layout and
apve-rance of the Newsletter, and to examine means of covering the additional
cost through sponsorship or advertising.

Ulster Canal

Dr. Ian Sath reported regarding damage at Rooskey Bridge; Restoration at
Benburb; intention to vewater at Clones; and he stressed the need for urgent
action in lonaghan %to prevent development wnich could interfere with
restoration of inhe canal.

Policy

Council were asked to set down an environmental policy for the Association.
D.Delaney undertook to prepare draft- headings.

Lough Derg

An ad-hoc committee, representing various interested parties are proposing
to prepare an accide nt plan tc set up a réescue service for Lough Derg.

Summer Ramplings - Ho 1

The conclusion of the Shannon Rally up to L.Key g:ve us the
oorortunity of svending cuite a few weeks up-¥orth and finding out how the other
7 .

e this-vear when

taing thai-strikes on

river ig *he oroliferation of moorines -
: ! TIOW letle - a very welcome development. Ve had
ozsed curselves ir Tara larine, near Knockvicar 3ridge. This is, vpernhaps,
tne most impressive of all the new developments and has great poterntial.

Owner Paddy Gilboy has built e very large harbour, which has individual
flosting 'fingers' for about 30/36 voats, complete with water and electri
power Doints. Yis new admin building is equipped with toilets, showers and
warning-machnine facilities.

Funther down-river, we visited Shane latthews in the 'new' Rosebank
where he has a large new shed, 117t out facilities and almost all his jetties
occupied. The 'old' Rosebank - now called Carrick larine - is being developed
very rnicely for private boats, with one jettiy temporarily being used by the
nev nire-fleet Tara Cruisers (not t0 bhe confused with Tara [‘arine!)

Down at Cloonart 3r, on Zne Rinn River (L.Forbes) a lzrge harbour
ir. trocess of peing duilt on itne site of the 0ld Tic Halland hire base.
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Thls lveady a2 oshneds ant oa 3ling ac ot Lo Srading as 2Wan Tiver Tarine,

Jz 2% range, 2 > Zel, ve inspected a1 new Tacility
under constriaction whicn >m2te jetiry no less., “umour nas it
that tnis is oeing built o ~1 will be comvplete wi th marina
Tacilities for orivate and nlus a restaurant. Arove Xaockvricar,
it % e southern ead of L.: taurant "The Toorings" have avovided

1% and navnoar, alihough i -onld be 3 nit 2nosed in ceermain

‘o e conftiaued by our Wwvine w@nortex

Re: GSPEED ~INMITS -

It is nice to see that in accordazce with the new 2ye-Laws, the
0.P.7., are nutting up speed limit sizns at some places on the navigation.

To date I nave sSpotted these at Lanesborough and delow the new bridge in
Athlone. I hope that this means that in future we will no longer de

rocked to the gunwales by hire-boats and lake boats when moored at such
places.

HAowever, L must regretIully express some criticisms. The size of
tnese signs and of the Tigure '5' and X.2.H. 1s far too small to atfract the
necessary notice. Secondly, the two signs velow the bye-pass bHridze are at
gach end of the marked narrows facinsg outwards - does %this mean thatthe
soeed 1imit azpnlies only on ftThis short stretch and not in %the rest of 4ithlone?
Thirdly, wno will enforce this 5 X,7.,HZ. limit or must we continue to shout
and wave our nands at the culprits, only tris time nh>lding up five Tingers
instead of two!

Zours s3incerely,

Reggie Redmond.

THE SHOEMAKERS CANAL - A history of the Royal Canal
by Ruth Delaney

'"During the 1780's a director of thne ‘rand Canal compnay fell
out with ais colle-gues and vowed he would bduild a rival canal.

The full story of the cunal, from 1its stranze origins to its
present day revival, is told by Ruth Delaney, who has made a
life long study of Irelands Vaterways. It is accompanied by
aerial photographs, archival illustrations and maps, and
contains useful anpendices detalling directors, company
finances and tonnage'

The provisional
by the Lilliput
(Editors Observa

ublication da*e iz 4th December 1392. Published
ress.,

D
©
tion - "What a lovely =ift for Thristmas™)



Record Passage on Shannon Navigation,

On Triday 9th October 1992 a record was established for
a passage trip on the Shannon Navigation from Battlebridge in Leitrim
to Limerick Docks, a distance of 218 km.

Three Army officers, Stewart McNamara, llick Dillon and Kevin
licDonald from the Western Command at Custume Barracks at Athlone are
now in the record books.

The crew and support teams drawn from volunteers of both Army
and Navy personnel got it right first time. The craft used was a Navy
Sea Rider semi-rigid powered by twin 40 h.p. outboards. The time taken
4 hours 58 min. v

Good planning, naval training, army grit, assisted by mobile
prhones, Shannon Favigation co-ordination and favourable weather set
a record that will not ve easily broken.

Congratulations, well done.



| News Letter

‘ATHLONE AERIAL

Athlone Branch ,Inland Waterways Association Of Ireland
All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial, Seans Bar, Main St., Athlone.

December 1992

The next meeting of the Athlone Branch of I.W.A.I. is the A.G.M.

Shamrock Lodge Hotel 4Athlone
at 8.30 p.m. on the 4th December

VWine and Cheese,

Please note this date. Your attendance at this meeting is really
necessary for the continued success of our Branch.

Decemper is 2 good time for remembering the happy moments we had
during tne summer spent on our lovely Inlangd Vieterways. liay be

those memories include the time we successfully recaptured the dinghy
which broke away ow the time we were pulled off the shallows by
helpful strangers or towed to harbour with engine failure. Wothing is
ever dull about journing on our waterways. There is always friends

to be made, the tall tales of rescue over &z drink or deck in the warm
glow of a sunset.

The Snannon rives gives so much enjoyment to us z211. llaype in the

dullness of winter we might think about how we as individuzls could
make =z contribution to keeping up the work of our I.W.A.I. RBranch.

IT so, vlease offer your help at our 4.G.MN.

Ve would
Hapny Cb

i v

like to taxe this opportunity of wishine all our members = very
istmas.
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summer Ramolings - o 2
oy
20ving Renorter

ion %o %ae mooring develovments mentioned last month,
er items from ocur visit to the Yorth Shannon which
ing on the record.

there are a 7
are werthy of ou

1) ACRES LAKE The triz up the 2 locks from 3attlebridee is nowdays
made very easy and comfortable oy the friendly help given oy Lock-
keeper Paddy Joe Zarty. He is always very careful when locking boats
un and down, varticularly =zt the deep Mo 2 lock 2t Drumleague. Nelays
can occur ir one arrives at 3attlebridge when he is locking hoats up
and down at Drumlezgue or vice versa, tnerefore it would ne helpful

to record 2is daily schedule - but please note these times are approx.
and can vary witia the numbder of voats to be locked:-

Qg

Jattlecridge : 3.30 a.m; 2.00
3.

.m3y 5.30 p.m.
Drumleague : 10.30 a.mg 00 v.m.

a3

2) LOUGH ALLEN The new lock into L.Allen (ne' r Drumshanbo) is well
under way and will be ready 1993-94. This will provide access for
coats from the north end of Acres Lake into the large expanse of

Lough Allen. idmirable as this droject is, one must express the hope
that lots of mooring facilities and shelter will be provided. A look
at the map will show that there are no towns or villages on the lake-
shore, and there are very few islands. The nigh mountains nearby, must
mezn that the lake (rather like L.Derg) is liable to sudden and vialent
squalls,

3) B & B CATAL  This is nearing completion in many places, and a
visit to tne Leiirim end shows locks completed, together with traffic
lights, electronic control dsanels and electric eyes. TLets hope that
we { and especially the hire-voats) can amange %o press all the right
outtons at tne right %ime!

Tor 3ale : ZElectrolux Fridge 2 cu.ft. Zas, 2207 12V
Little used - £175.00 o.n.o.
Contact David Dickson, Athlone or
Audrey Dickson 01 322923

Christmas Presents? - !'The Shoemakers Canal' A history of the
Royal Canal by Ruth Heard.



