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HAPPY NEW YEAR 10 ALL OUR MEMBERSHIP.
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Branch Meeting.
Next Monday 14tn January
B.,3Upm Sean's Bar.

Dates for your Diary.
Dublin sranch Annual Supper Dance and Social

Friday, 25th January,
Court Hotel, Killiney.

1990 on the Shannon. Sat. 16th February
Through the Lens of in
Walter Borner. The Jolly Mariner.

Shannon Flooding.

For the second winter in a row flooding is
again at record levels causing severe damage and hardshins in the
Shannon Basin and in particular the land south of Athlone.

Despite relatively low levels in early Becember the rainfall
in the second half of the month has seen the rapid rise of seven fe=t
in the space of two weeks.

The situation is of grave concern particularly as it is a full
month earlier than last year. With the flood waters not receding until
March / April last it now appears that both human and financial resourses
will again be stretched to provide fodder for livestock quite apart
from the day to day survival in the present artic conditions.

The political appraisal of the Shannon Plood Problem is an
apparent "all or nothing situation. That is a requirement for
a full Shannon Drainage Scheme which cannot be justified on a cost
effective basis,

The Shannon Porum has proposed that selective areas ve eval-
uated and channel improvements made. Drainage schemes have been done
on both the Inny and the Suck yet there has been no allocation to
carry out any drainage work on *he Shannon.

There is zeneral agreement that the overall Shannon ?looding
oe 2liminated. Selective irainage should ve =valuaied and imp-
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~ Special Thougnsz.

For N»s Zewrnie Plggott, Secretary ai Athlone Cruisers
who has given us great help in »ecent years in the production of the hLerial,
Bernie has bpeen seriously irnjured in a recent traffic accident ang is
critically i21.

Sympathy. ,
Or behalf of :he I.W.A.I. we extend deepest sympathy to Zrigdie
and Damien Delaney on the recent death of Bridie's drother John.

Pollution Particles.

At its simplest pollution can be categorised
under three headings. It can be chronic, intermittent or occasional,
Pollution is saig to be chronic when the pollution substance is
entering the oody of water continously and in greater quantities than
the biochemical properties of the water are able to deal with, The
results are very evident as the river or lake is unable 1to supvort
any type of life, fly, vegetable or fish, that one normally associates
with clean water,

Pollution may be intermittent resulting, particularly in rivers,
in water that looks fine, but the lack of fish life is an indication
of the true state of the situation.

Pollution may be occasional, normally the result of an accident
caused perhaps by a flood, or the bursting of a holding tank. These
are the occurances which hit the headlines, because it often results
in a vast kill of fish,

Indeed the damage is often far worse than if what had been stored

In fact to Quote a Trust publication of many years ago, " Unless
installations for the storage of potentially polluting materials are
proof against fools and Acts of God, they are a constant threat to
nearby rivers and lakes. "

To this I would agg » knaves ", as regrettably, there are all
too many involved who are not adverse to knocking out a bung or Oopening
a stop - cock on a dark stormy night.

For Sale.

Diesel Engines.
Offers invited for up to 3 old Thorneycrort
RNR 6 cylinder 75 hp at 1600 rpm
Complete with SCg hydralic gearboxes 2.7 red.
Ex. passenger boats, in excellent running
order, with quantity of new ang used spares.

Suit heavy houseboat or canal barge.

1 available now, other 2 gre handed, available Autumn 91,
Can be seen working.
Galley Cruising Restaurants,
New Ross, Co. Wexford 051 21723

Norfolk Knight.
27 foot liotor Sailler, Perkins 4107,
Lluminium Spars, 4 wheel trailer,
£10.50¢C, 090z2-74805,



Annual General Meeting Report,

The Chairman Declan Walsh in his report welcomed the President
Damien Delaney to the Athlone Branch A.G.M. in this a time when winds of
change were blowing in the history of the Association.

Whilst welcoming the advent of legislation ind the changing
attitude in the protection of our environment he expressed reservations
on the passage of the 1990 Shannon Act and the implications of forth-
coming discussions on registration and mooring charges.

On the National front he outlined the major developments with
the reopening of the Royal Canal from Blanchestown to Mullingar, the
major engineering repairs to the Grand Canal and the official start of
restoration work on the Ballinamore and Ballyconnell Canal with the
completion expected 1993 /94. 1990 saw the formation of a new I.W.A.LI.
on the Slaney.

Regional developments brought our ongoing particination on
the Shannon Forum and its aspiration towards a Shannon Authority. The
severe flooding of 1990 and the navigation development to the Suck.

The President Damien Delaney addressed the mreting outlining
the financial and planned programme for the restoration of the Shannon
Erne Link and the recent submissions of the I.W.A.I. to Brady , Shipman
and Martin who are undertaking an overall development stratgy for our
waterways nationally at the request of the O.P.W.

In conclusion the Chairman thanked the Secretary John Dingle
and the committee for their support and congratulated Damien on hisg
election as National President, a great honour for Athlone.

The following officers and committee were elected

Chairman ; Declan Walsh. Vice Chairman ; Damien Delaney.
Secretary ; John Dingle.
Treasurer ; Sean Fitzsimons.
Hon. Auditor ; Reg Redmond.
Pollution
Officer ; Arch Deacon Cave.
Aerial;
Declan Walsh, Arch Deacon Cave, Rosemary Furlong,
Reggie Redmond
Rally.

Denis Treacy, Sam Heraghty, Denis Skehan, Declan Walsh



ATHLONE BRANCH LW.ALL

Income & Expenditure A/c - year ending 30th September 1990

INCOME

Subscriptions

Profit on 3 film/slide shows
Profit on Supper Dance
Profit on Sales

Deposit Interest

EXPENDITURE

Athione Aerial - Production
Athlone Aerial - Postage
Insurance

Capitation Fees

Harry Rice Competition
A.G.M. Expenses

Moorings - repairs

Bank Charges

Sundries

Shortage in Cash Receipis

Excess of Income over Expenditure
Quayside Project

1990

£1,081
82

87

146
118
£1514

361
210
130

20

75

120

7

65

32
£1,099

£ 415

1989

1.1
113
162
113
56
1.545

88
331
185
m

20

30
119

16

80

980

565
235

800

Balance Sheet as at 30th September 1990

ASSETS

Bank - Current A/c
Bank - Deposit A/c
Cash on hands
Debtors

Stock for sale (at cost)
Prize Bonds

LESS UABILITIES

Creditors
NET ASSETS

REPRESENTED BY
Accumuiated Fund at 30/9/89
Add : Surplus for 1990

1990

4,186
1,088
20

249

105

£ 6,298

1,353

£ 4,945

£ 4,530
415
£ 4,945

1989

850
3.809

268
105
5.032

Ihave examined the foregoing Balance Sheet and Accounts which areinagreement with

the books of the branch and have obtained all information and explanations which, to the

best of my knowledge and belief, were necsssary forthe purpose of the audit. In my opinion
the Balance Sheet and Accounts give a true and fair view of the branch’s financial
transactions for the period and of the state of it’s affqirs as at 30th September 1990.

(&

Regindld Redmond, 8. Comm.

Hon. Auditor
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Next Branch Meeting
Monday 4th February 8.30 p.m.
Seans Bar.

Family Night Out

We are again delighted to welcome back Walter Borner
to present a slide show on the Shannon,

Remembering last year we were treated to an evening of
beauty, nostalgia and camera art.

Write it down, its a good one.

Walter Borner Slide Show on 'The Shannon!

Saturday 16th February 8.30 pP.M.
in
The Jolly Mariner.

-==000=~~

NEXT: Inland Waterways
Ruth Heard Film Show

During March, date next Aerial.

---000~~~

sranch News
Lriancn Lews

Tercentenary Commerations

Peovles Rezatta and Rally Moves afoot at present to organise a
People s Regatta on tne afternocon of Sunday 30th June.

This will be during Athlone's Tercentenary Commeration week.

Participating Clubs will include Aces and Rags Swimming Clubs,
Athlone Anglers, Athlone BRoat Club, I.W.A.I., Lough Ree Yachat Club and
Athlone Sub Aqua Club.
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A full programme is anvisaged 52 fun and zames, fishing
competitions, voat racing, ooat *rips, sailing events and scuba display,

It is hoped to incorporate a Shannon swim, raft race and marine
rescue.

The evening will culminate in a 1ight reenactment of the Siece
of Athlone and fireworks display.

The entire week promises to be zreat,

~==000===

Relief Road Progress

Whilst the official opening of the new bridge is planned for
June rumour has it that it will be in use by the end of March.

The commitment to provide Jetty north of the new bridge is
going ahead. Discussion in progress at present as to its exact location.

~==000==~

Pollution Particles

We categorised pollution under three aeadings as being chronic,
intermittent, or occasional, but for practical purposes it might be more
useful to list the different types of pollutant by the ways in which they
affect the water into which they are released. Convenient categories are
as follows.

(1) Deoxygenating (2) Suspended solids (3) Chemical (4) Thermal

(5) Eurotrophication. These categories are not necessarily mutually
exclusive, for example what would be listed under (1) mignt well also

oe listed under (2) for while the initial affect might be a fish kill, a
long time result might bve the destroying of spawninz zrounds oy the silting
of same. Similarily what caused eutrophication (5) in a lake may nave an
affect under a different neading in the stiream which carries it down to the
lake - <urf mould would be an example.

~==000~~=

Aoving Reccrter

«y recent article on tae River Suck agpears o aave atiracted suize a
amount oI inzerest, Many of tnose wno are contemplating making *he Toyaze
next season may de concerned apout the clearance under %he B,I.l, cridrne.,
Yor tne oenerfit of such readers I give nereunder a very simple method of
calculating <he clearance velore setting I7° on the journey.

ol

In my article I zave the Tollowing measurements:

"Crannagh" air draugnt 710"
Jur clearance under oridge 415"
Therefore, the aeiznt of bridge above wazer = 213"

"2is at 3 %ime wnen, as Jou Julte correctly stated Idiftor, the level over
wock Cill of ithlone lock was Trge
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Ls, oy and large, a constant. Since i7 the level over the cill rises
1 foot, it can be reasonably assumed that the height of bridge
r falls by the same amount.

Therefore, before journeying up the Suck it is only necessary to sk
(or pnone) ithlone Lock for the level over the L.Cill. This figure, if
deducted from 20' will give the height of brideze, and i one's own known
air-draught is then deducted, one's clearance under the oridge is the result.

This simple formula can be stated as follows:
"20' minus lower cill minus alr-draught of boat egquals clearance"®

Finally, in wet weather I would deem it inadvisable to proceed if the
clearance were less than 1 foot, since one might not be able to get back
the following day!

===000=-==

Light Madeira Fruit Cake

0z plain flour

0z self-raising flour

0z margarine (at room temperature)
0z caster sugar

eggs whisked lightly

02z ground almonds

0z cherries, quartered, washed and dried
0z raisins

0Z sultanas

0z mixed peel

teaspoon almond essence

or 2 tablespoons of whiskey or milk
laked almonds for top (optional)

-

Hhy = o= N B =~ 0~

Place flours, margarine, sugar, eggs, gr.almonds in a bowl and beat
together until well mixed. Add rest of ingredients and mix well with wooden
spoon.

Fill mixture into the prepared tin and bake in preheated oven for 1 - 11
hours until a warm skewer comes out clean.

Leave in tin for about two hours and tnen *urn out.

Fleas make a meal of algae glut

Millions of water fleas known as *Norfolk Jaws" are to be encouraged to eat
tarougn a carpet of algae that is clogging the 45 acre Hoveton Little Broad.

Tne Norfolk 3rcads Authority will also use a massive dredger to suck hundreds
of thousands o~ tons of polluted mud from the area and deposit it away from
the clogged waterways as part of the £250,000 project.,

ir. Aaitken Clark, cnief executive, said; "The beauty of the little beasts is
that saey act as a water filter. We call znem 'Jaws' because of their
appetiten.

Already tne miscroscopic "Jaws"™ nave eaten the ei
clean and for t-e first time in 30 years tne wate
Vnite Wnter Lily.

gnt acre Cocksnoot B3road
r 1s pure enouch for the
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Next 3ranch lieeting.
Mon. 4th March 8.30pm
Sean 's Bar.

Hapoenings ;
We have had a most enjoyable night on the 16th Feb.

when again Walter Borner took a wide and varied audience on a trip down
a seasonal insight to our Shannon.
‘ To Walter and Ruth
a sincere thank you.
Things don't happen, the 're planned, then enjoyed, well done.

and now
on
Fri, March 15th 8.30pm
it's
Ruth Heard Film Show.
in
The Jolly Mariner

Remember this is the night where Athlone 3ranch is privileged to
have the foremost authority on our Inland Waterways share frotage of

then and now.
&

Presentation of the Harry Rice Cup Competition

&
Ladies dont forget , oring the cakes and cream and choclate and ....

0020CC000C000N0 000

SUB'S NOW DUE, PLEASE REMIT £10 TO HON. TREASURER
SEAYN PITZSINONS
SEAN'S BAR
MAIY ST ATHLONE.

Subs already received will ove receinted with April Aerial .
d

The rest will get the dreaded red X .

JEMBERS JOTICE
The draft of the Shannon Bye Laws have just arrived.

A meeting with ‘he Office of Public dorks is schedualed for around the
end of larch to put forward our reaction to what is imminent ™ LAW *

To process our position thers is the Tollowing orocedure
Branch Zxtraordinary Zeneral Yeeting
Sat. 16th March
11.00 Jolly Marinen,

Agenda ; Shannon Javigation 3ye Laws,

ACt aow, covies of the Bye Laws availaole rrom Yon. Sec. c/o Sean's 3Bar.



’ Sympethy:

On behalf of the Inland Waterways we take this opportunity to-
extend our sincere sympathy tc the Pigott family on the recen:t death of

Sernie, late Secretary of Athlone Cruisers and kind friend of us all.

Polliution Pzrticles

Categories of DPollution (1) Deoxyzenation

in netural surroundings there is no such thing as pure
water. The only pure wzter that most of us have ever seen is in a
phial about to be used by the doctor in mixing an injection. Even the
cleanest of water in the natural environment can bve szid to be polluted
as it contains oxygen, nitrogen and carbon dioxide which it has absorbed
from the atmosphere, while calcium, magnesium, iron sodium, phospate,
nitrate and the like zre absorbed from the land in the catchment area.
These elements in normal quartities are not regarded as pollutents,
indeed it is their presence which mekes the water capable of subporting
life, and tne proportions in which they are present determines the guality
of the water, whether it is alkaline and rich, or acid and poor.

Now, as anyone who has ever mucked about at the edge of a lake
will know, any body of water wupports a vaste array of life, from the
lowly amoeba right through to the sophisticated salmonide, as well as an
astonishing variety of plant life, and the whole is woven into a quite
miraculous ecological System, that is to say, a system in which each has
a part to play, and in which if one link in the chzin becomes weak or
over emphasized the character of the water is altered and we say that the
balance of nature has been upset. Perhaps the most important link, and
one wihich cannot be seen with the naked eye, is the bacteria present in
the water, whose job it is to deal with what is dead or dieing and cause
it to decompose, so that it can be re-cycled and its raw materials put

back into circulation to continue the process which has been going on
since life began. ,
oooo 000 ocoo

Rally News.
Shannon Rally 1991

Commodore Frank Farrell,
V. Cmmdr. Denis Treacy.
Itinerary ;
Fri. 2ARth July. Athlone & Carrick.
Sat. 27th Lanesboro
Sun. 28th Hudson Bay.
Mon. 29th Lough Ree Yacht Club.
Tues 30th River Suck.
Wed. 31s% - Banagher.. .
Thur. 1st Banagher.,
Fri. 2nd Shannonbridge.
Sat. 3rd Athlone.
Remember, June 22nd & 23rd Shannon Harbour Canal Rally.

June 29th & 30th Slaney Rally,

But
The Real Thing
is
Athlone's
Tercentenary Commeration
JUNE 29th & 30 th Rally .
Sorry David , it wor't happen again for another 100 vyears. yilliam,



PROPOSALS PREPARED BY THE
LOUGH DERG WORKING GROUP, 1990
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Action Proposals

The priority recommendations for short-term action are as follows:

Action Responsible Cost
Agency
Lake Management
implement coordinating structure Working Group
Clean up aigae (weeds) around lake Local Authorities
Reduce boating congestion: Local Authorities/
enforce maximum stay of 3 days Oftfice of Public
at public harbours Works
Visitor Services
Expand boating faciliies at Office of Public £850,000
strategic locations Works
Establish visitor information Shannon Development  £6,000
office at Kilialoe
Environment
Compiete short-term study Commissioned by £70,000
on major factors affecting Working Group
water quality
Ensure that cruising craft Local Authorities £150,000
have sewage holding tanks; Shannon Development;

provide on-shore pump-out
tacifities

Survey lake fisheries and
fisheries in tributary rivers/
streams

Promote the establishment of
angling schools

Cruising Operators

Shannon Development  £25,000

Shannon Regional £160,000
Fisheries Board

Shannon Regional
Fisheries Board
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lext 3ranch “leeting.
Hdon. 3th April
3.200om
3ean's Bar.

A WD X I THE BOX .JEANS THAT ACCORDING TO OUR RECCRDS YOU ARE HOILDIIG
3ACK ON YOUR SUBSCRIPTION , JOW, THERE ARE ONLY A FEW OF US THAT ZTAVE
TYAT FACILITY. PLEASE REMIT £10 TO HON. TREASURER .

Shannon Navigation Act 1990 % Bye-Laws.

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland regard as foremost the
continued freedom of the People of Ireland to use to the fullest extent as
a National amenity the Shannon River and ner tributaries.

Whilst retaining the tradition and the non exclusiveness of the
Shannon the I.W.A.I. recognise the need for legislation to control the
abuse of berthage at harbours and quays during high traffic periods.

The introduction of such legislation and resultant officialdom
should ve kept to a minimum and every encouragement should be afforded the
individual right to use this great waterway.

The proposed Bye-Laws are all embracing with far reaching powers
over all aspects of the Yavigation, its use and craft thereon. These dowers
include enabling authorised officers %o stop, board and remove craft from
the navigation.

All varties are in broad agreement as to the main difficulties
that are adversely affecting operations at present. That is the need for
a facility to identify ownership to pursue abuse of berthage at public
quays and harbours. The availability of this information is fully supported
by the I.¥.A.I. Agreement as to reasonable duration of stopover at such
facilities can also be reached.

Yowever the Bye-Laws as presented endevour to cross all T's and
dot all I's. Why ?. Because all systems of bureaucracy operate this way.

There are several interested parties,
The Office of Public Works who wish to dictate the play.
I.NA.I. and I.Y.A. who wish to preserve the freedom.
I.B3.3.0. who wish to have access to as much facility as possible for their
operations
Anglers who will see this as a further tightning of the net.

Here is a chance for imagination, good will and commonsence.
Let us find common ground, let us all compromise, but let us not turn this
great waterway into a peaked cap toll road experience destined to be only for
those that are well heeled.
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axtracts_from_the proposed 3ye-laws.,

Charges: Registration o charge.,
Lock passages

% opening
dooring at

zuays % Hbrs =7c £15  »oer

Jry Dock
Jdain 3ye-=-Laws

Registration. A 7ressel
A bpoat is

be
of

Powers of Authorised
O0fficers. .

Powers of Commissioners

Competance of Crew.

Alcohol and Drugs.

Navigation.

“ooring and use
of Harbours

Placiag of 3Buoys.

Animals on the
Navigation.

Miscellaneous
prohivitions

ig defined as 2ll 2r

)
scull, »ow noat or 3th
o]

sridges 21 7 30vn %2 Zanal and L. Allian
State

etre I3t Cct to Ist Mav.
3t

21090 for 3 days ,thereafter £11 zer day

Registration will be required with annual renewal oy all vessels

-

art other %han a boat.

ven or nundecked punt, canoce, 3kiff,
er such ooat designed orimarily %o
r

3ail and not Tropelled 0y an engine

defined as ; an
srovelled by oars
more than 1C 2p

3oard and inspect 2 vessel or boat and may, Tor the
purvose of poarding it stop a vessel that is under NaYy.

“he Commissicners may gzive to the owner of a vessel
or boat such directions as they consider reasonabvle
for %he purpose of their nowers, functions and duties
under the ac*t and these sye-laws and the owner shall
comply with any such direction.

The owner of a vessel shall not navigate or vermit the
navigzation of the vessel unless

a) the master is competent to do so.
Persons who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs
to such an extent as to have their capability to navigate
or nave prover control of a vessel or boat impaired shall
not -

a, Tavigate a vessel or boat

When vessels or voats are in sight of esach other the
master of a vessel or voat intending to alter course
or go astern shall, before doing so , indicate that
intention as follows
a) 1f he intends %o alter course %o starboard, he
snall zive one short blast on a whistle. etc.

A vessel or voat shall not “erth at the same aarbvour,
lay~oy, wharf, quay, pier or other landing-nlace or othen
propverty of the Commissioners for more than 2 consecutive
days or more than a total of 3 days in any one week with-
out the permission of the Commissioners.

Subject %to bye-law 19, a person shall not nlace in the
navigation a buoy, serch, marker, meooring or mooring
post without the permission of the Commissioners or an
authorised officer.

A person shall not turn an animal loose in ,0r permit
an animal to stray into the navigation without the
consent of the Commissi-ners

A person shall not -

a ) bathe or swim in or in the approaches to any lock
narbour or dock in the navigation without the
permission of the Commissioners.

b ) wash an animal or any motor car or other vehicle
or any article or thing in the navigation.

g ) extract water from the navigation ( other than

for the purnoses of cooling th engines of vessels

or boats) except in accordance with a licence
under paragraph (2)




Jonstruction »f Tessels.

Anchors, mooring lines

and Tenders H A vessel shall ve esquivnpe with dow and stern mooring
lines approoriate to its tonnage and lenght and of
sufficient length and %ensile strenght to moor it safely
The minimum lenzht of such lines shall be 15 metres
and their minimum diameter shall be 12 mm of aylon or
16mm of polypronylene.-----—--

Life =3avinz =2quioment.
el shall carry not less than 5 pyrotechnic
ss signals and 2 buoyant smoke signals.,----

Outboard Engines. 3, If the fuel,tank of a vessel 1s seperated Irom
the engine and is connected to it by flexible
piping, modifications shall not be made to the

tank or piping unless they are authorised by *he
supolier or manufacturer and the tank shall ve
refil.ed only when it is removed from the vessel.

Holding Tanks. 12 1 a) A vessel with a fitted toilet shall be

equipped with a nolding tank for effluent
and the %tank shall be of adequate size
and have attached to it fittings to enable
it to be emptied at pump out stations.

b) This bye - law to come into affect on

--- day ====--- 1991,
There y'are now.,
295_§§19 Laser Sailing Dingy complete with sails. £550. 0802-72453, office.
72639 =2venings.
Wanted. 2 Adult Buoyancy Ailds.
2 Childrens Size ( Syrs ) 0506-31106.

Ruth Heard's 7ilm Evening and Harry Rice Competition.

Thank you Ruth once again for what has become a real family affair.
The programme included footasze from 1983-30 with the Ballinamore and Bal’yconnel,
Ulster Canal and the Royal Canal Rally. The archive film from1976 of the
Naas Canal, Tullamore Rally and the Shannon Rally.

The evening which was well attended saw the Dunross clear the decks i1n
the Harry Rice Competition. Congratulations one and all.

A special thanks to Ruth, to Bridie and the Girls for the delicasies,
to Rosemary for competition organisation and to Cynthia for presenting the

awards.
Harry Rice Cup Competition Results
Overall Winner ; Miss Ocna Heraghtiy aged 6 Painting ; Bar-b-q in the Cut.
Snr Section ; 1st Donal Heraghty Essay Exploring the Upver Shannon

2nd Niamh Heraghty Painting Ballinamore & Ballconrell Canal

Jnr Section ; 1st Oona Heraghty
2nd Mark Casserly Essay A day on the Corrib.
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dar~7y Rice Zun Resulis {(continued )
snr Section 3rd Ann Camoell aged 10 Pairnting ‘Welcome %o %he
dizhly

Jommended Iarlae ind Cillian Keily The Shan on
2g2d o % 3 Illustrated Zssay.

The Zoat Zhow Sor $his columnist started on 2 sour nofte vnen wve were asked
Jor <2.27 10 l2ss just to nark %he Sransvort in 2 rard litterad wisth rough stones,
v00ls of water and railway tracks and in which %$1e varking was 30 chaotic *that
zetting out was *he =2quivalsnt 27 deing in a maze. Stepving iaside we found that
tre 2scalator had been ziving troudle m0st of the week and wnen i% was working
g down inst

instead of up! That zallery is very hizh up in the sky!

Jowewrer, tSnese Teselings soon iissapated when ve looked a3t the 3now. Thig,
Sne second at the Point Depot in DJuolin, was bizger and better Shan sver, This was
immediately oovious up in %he gallery which $his was nacked wita stands {compared
to '89). OQur Zirst stop was the I.7.A.I1. display and its sister stand the R.Z.i.3G.,
nextv door. The I.W.A.I. stand was dright and interesting with zood photos of
waterways and activities from all sver the country. Athlone was orominent {(as
usual’, 3ean Fitzsimons had on display a lovely 3' Long model »7 a Galway Hooker
wnich is oceing raffled in aid of the Tercentenary Veek Committee, while this same
celebration was the tneme of a nice poster advertising our Cruise-in-Company at
the end of June.

S0, naving zot tne commercials out of the way, what else was to be seen?

Items of direct waterways interest included Celtic Canal Cruise~s where Heather
Thomas was oringing in a new narrow boat and nad it moored rizht outside in +he
Liffey, wnile 3rian 0'Reilly of Lowtown larina was reported %o de very vleased with
cookinzs. e met Tom Maher wao was aelping out Xennedy Int.30at3 wih their new
"Aislinz", out the vad weather was deterring visitors from renturing out to the

erside, certainly for the first 2 or 3 days. 7rainne and XKen 3immonds wvere
inen%, tne former resplendent in full Scout uniform and encouraging use of the
Scout Aqua Adverture Centre on L.Derg. Ve promised o vay a visi%. Zen, 2y the
way, is now duilding steel b»oats.,

Une Interesting stand was the llet.Office whnere we chatted with the “risrdly
3tare 27 Radio and T.7. Ve tried to imoress on fthem the advantase (%o us) »Ff
an inland area Jorecast juring she season. They promised % »enort hack %o T3y
and were a o1t surprised that their sea area “orescasts were 30 much 13ed iniand,
We alsc bumped inot our former Chairman, 3erchs Zannin, who sends nais kxind regards
to all in Athlone.

hat else was to be seen ~ voats, cnandlery, engines - zrest stuff i you
came to suy and drougat your cheque-book. Uvstairs, we zazed in awe at Nagic Polish
Window Cleaners, Tegetable Choovers and a nelicopter {which you could hrave for only
£9C,000). A xindly word of interest at tne 3altimore stand earned us a big vag of
frest mussels for free! Xilrusih larina 12d a auge stand and have commited

aemselves Ic an Aipril oocening. 3igns on it, there corld bBe a big fleet from the
Shannon visziting them this summer (weather vermitting).

Wt
L

So, as we walked out the door, what was the aviding memory of the Show? Well,
sentimentalists and traditionalists that we are, it 1zd to be the sailing dinghies
all tyves and sizes, lovingly prepared and polished oy enthusiasts - a relatively
inexpensive way of getting on the water and enjoying good comvany. Isnt thst what
ooating is all aocout! R.R.

" ~  nr

A.GZ.M. Report next issue,
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3ranch Meeting.
on. 6th May.
3eans, 3.30

A Code of Practice.
The season is upon us, up and at it.
The discussions on the Bye ~Laws will soon take place between all
the interested parties. The final outcome of these negotiations remains to
be seen. However you can be assured that every effort will be made to achieve
a sensible workable formula.

Irrespective of the outcome there is a code of practice whilst not
written is expected .

Good boatmanship,

There are various demands on the network, they vary up and down the
river depending on traffic levels and facilities available.

Let us all examine our code of practice.

At the end of the day public facilities are for all of us generally and none
of us specifically. The object of the exercise is to allow maximum usge.

Turning away visiting craft in late evening for unknown destinations
is not only bad boatmanship, it's criminal,

Dat t bers
aves to remember; Athlone Branch Whit Rally
.. 1st June. Lecarrow.

Athlone Regatta 15th June, Coosan Point.
Peoples Regatta & Tercentenary Cruise, 28th- 30th June

Fitzs say's Ta Xcellent responge on Membership renewal, One or
two little fish yet,

-------------- Herring, sub due.

2e If tickets enclosed for Tercentenary Heineken
Hooker please flog and return before June Aerial,

Thanks,



Sengational Discovery of Canal

As your Reporter was roving recently around ocur County of
Nestmeath he crossed a bridge - a aice small hump-backed bridge. As
every waterways person should do in such circumstances he slowed down
and looked rizht and left (if you do this often enough, one day you will
see a boat coming!). Yes, as suspected it was a canal, definitely not a
river. As we were within a few miles of Mullingar, so what? It had to be
the Royal! Zxcept that one mile back we had already crossed the Royal and
tais canal appeared to be heading for Lough Ennell.

#ith mounting puzzlement (and sventually excitement) we stonped,
walked bvack, checked the facts, and then pulled out our %" Ordnance Survey
Sheet Mo. 12 There was Mullingar, here L.Ennell and there the thin winding
line of the River 3rosna - and yes, there beside it a thicker blue line
running from just S.W. of Mullingar to L.Ennell clearly marked "Lacy's Canal"
(Sensation, applause - and a rise in salary for your Revorter)

3uf who was Mri;Lacy? why did he build his canal and when? The
R.Brosna does appear to join it before L.Znnell and so to that extent it is
a canalised river, but the canal clearly makes a separate course towards
Mullingar. Was it part of a grandiose scheme to make the 3rosna navigable
or nad Mr. Lacy some interests on L.Ennell that required easy transvort to
Mullingar? Can any reader fill in the missing details - the Aerial eagerly
awaits further developments. .

One final note = when your reporter interviewed Ruth Heard and
asked for her comments, she stated that she would of course be bringing out
a new edition of "The Canal of the South of Ireland" as a matter of urgency.
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Shancurragh to the promenada.

IHE CHALLENGE:
THE GATEGORIES OF RAPT;
THE CREW:
(1)
(2)
ENTRY PEB;
RRIZES:
receive a plaque.
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The aext Z2ranch eeting and Aerial in 3entemoer,

iranch News
Castle and Juayside Develooment

The development work at the Castle and its environs is aow
in full swing to be ready for the Tercentenary Festival at the end of
June.

The project costing in excess of £800,000 is a fitting tribute
to individual foresight and the combined effort of agencies at both
local and national level,

Athlone is looking good,

We hope that negotiations between the local authority and

Shannon Navigation will see the removal of the 0.2.W. shed. TIn the
context of the quayside this will be the icing on the cake.

Shannon Navigation Notice

. As of Tuesday July 4th the normal summer berthage regulations
are operative. Long term berthage should be discontinued from that date.

Diary
June 15the..........Athlone Regatta
June 22nd 23rd......Shannon Harbour Rally
June 28th 30th......Athlone Tercentenary Cruise
June 29th 30th......Slaney Rally
June 30th...........Athlone Peoples Regatta
July 12th-15th......Corrib Rally
July 26th-Aug 3rd...31st Shannon Boat Rally
Aug 5th-10th........Lough Derg Rally

N.3. Tercentenary Festival June 23rd - 30th

leminder Any outstanding raffle tickets to Sean, please.

for Sale

BIC 210 sport Wind surfer. Board, sail
and wet suit £350
phone: 0902 74703




National Council Meeting - Mullingar 26th April 1991 T

Report

Shanncn Guide This nas now been put an a computer data-base and a new
edition is oeing printed. However, this is a special order for I.B.R.A. and
will only be suitable for hire-boats (lack of information needed by private
coats, natching, no-go areas, no R.Suck map etc.etc.) Negotiations are
continuing to reach agreement on a comprehensive version for I.W.A.I. members.

Grand Canal A Maritime Visitor Centre is presently veing established a%
Gr.Canal 3asin. 0.P.W. hope this will set a headline for restoration of the
area., Ruth Heard nas been acting as consultant.

Killaloe Lock-house has been demoloshed and work commenced on a 3 storey(!)
replacement building for a Heritage Centre. Due to I.W.A.I. and local

protests work has now ceased (!) and it is hoped to keep the building down to
one storey.

Qakport Lough I.W.A.I. has been asked for its support to overcome vlanning
objections to a new private-boat commercial marina just north of this Lough.

Shannon Forum A meeting is to take place with the Minister to seek funds to
do selective drainage between Athlone and Meelick. On this occasion the agenda
is agreed and the delegation is more balanced and includes Declan Walsh.

New Shannon Bye-Laws Eddie Slane announced that they have secured a grant of
£100,000 for 0.P.W. to do dredging on the Longford section.

Next Meeting 13th September.

Down Memory Lane
(from the archives of the Aerial)

"There's talk of boating to Ballinasloe, perhaps local branches could have
a serious look at this possibility. Big and all as the waterway is, the
adventure seems to have subsided after all. our years of foraging. Perhaps
there's still some work like the late Harry Rice used to do, the odd can or
stout branch to guide the adventurer! - Athlone Aerial September 1977.

"Three cheers for Terance Mallagh and his helpers. The 1lst Lock Naas Branch
is now in working order and was test filled a few weeks ago. Gates were
patched, racks replaced and chambers dredged. They are hoping to hold an
historic Rally there on St.Patrick's Day week-end. On to the 2nd Lock!"
Athlone Aerial- Canal Dribbler -Dec 77

"Sean and Maeve Matthews are leaving town to join the O'Riordans in Alicante
and onwards to a safari to North Africa to Marrakesh.

Pub spy has it Sean is bringing his bucket and spade. Are the PForeign Legion
looking for recruits? Just an idea. Oh! but what a lovely one!

Athlone Aerial - Social News Dec. 77




Apple Ginger Cake

1 packet of g8inger biscuits
1 tablespooqfull sherry

A little lemon sugar

Cream to decorste

stewed apple

Take a flat plate and arrange one olscuit in the middle and six round it
Brgsh gach biscuit withn sherry ( I usually dip biscuits in the sherry )
which I put on a saucer). Put a couple of spoons of apple sauce on to

and add %ngyher layer of biscuits, sherry and sauce. Tép with another ’
layer of obiscuits and cover with whipped cream and a little lemon sugar,

Tg mike lemon sugar finely grate the rind of a lemon and mix in 2 tablespoonfuls
?* granulated sggar. Spread it out to dry and then store it in a airtight jar
Tor the decoration of puddings and cakes, ‘

Pollution Particles

Deoxygenation (cont)

As has already been noted, when in the natural course of events
plant and animal life in water, the wgter is cleansed by bacteria which
cause the waste to decompose and so be re-cycled and become the raw material of
the continual process of growth, life and death. In doing this work of
decomposition the bacteria consume oxygen, which in normal good quality water
is in a solution of about 10 parts per million by waight, and at thig level
is a saturated solution. All forms of aquatic life consume oxygen, but under
normal circumstances a balance is maintained ( a bit complicated to discuss here)
so that the water remains unpolluted. indeed in a river or lake where no
extranious pollution is present there is no problem. and the amount of oxygen
consumed by wh,t might be called the cleansing department causes no noticeable
reduction in theoxygen content. Now the amount of oxygen consumed by the
bacteria or cleansing department can be measured. Again for our purposes how
this is measured is not important, but it is called the biochemical oxyzen
demand, or B,0.D. for short.

On behalf of the Chairman and Aerial Staff we take this ovn. ortunity
to wish everyone happy boating till September,
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Hello again, and didn't the season turn out just grand, erasing the poor
start and mediocre middle. The auld Seasons are up in a heap, it wasn't

the town dump after all.

3ranch meetings resume next Monday 9th September

8.30 p.m., Seans Bar

It has been a good year for Athlone, the town dump relocated, a
new relief road and bridge and a new old castle. All major events and
welcome additions to our riverside town, Congratulations to all involved
particularly our elected representatives and our local authorities.

The recent government announcement to apvoint a working group
of interested parties to study how vest to market and develop the Shannon
into what is now regarded as the countrys single most important asset is
to be welcomed from a commercial point of view.

Great care must be taken to maintain the highest possible
balance between all such develooment and the preservation of the natural
oeauty of our river. Let there be a volicy derived from discussion, debate
compromise and agreement. Let us ensure that voluntary agencies are a
voice in this debate.

The consultations on the Shannon 3ye-Laws are due to resume again
shortly. Considerable agreement aas been reached to date., However theve
remains some areas that are still unacceptable. ZEvery effort has been made
to enable the oye laws to allow effective management of %he waterway.

It is essential that agreeme -t be reached as oromised at the
outset of these discussions. Any attempt to push through without such
agreement should be met with the appropriate action. This is no game, tnis
is serious business.

Diary;
Athlone Branch End of Season
Supper Dance Pri. 27th Sernt,
&
Rally to Sat. 28th

Shannonbridge Sun. 29th




A suver entry of 61 was received for Athlone Branch's contribution
to the Tercentenary celebrations. They came from all over - a very welcome
fleet from Carrick -on Shan on, boats from Shan on Hbr, Dublin Branch members
and of course ithlone Boats from all around Lough Ree. We were honoured by our
President Damien Delaney ( who wen* to the “rouble of droporing his mast to come
into Atnlone on Sunday }, Shannon Rally Commodore Frank Parrell and Secretary
Marie brought down the " H, Blacksmith ", while Ruth Heard orn " Harklow " had
a most distinguished crew which included Barbara 0' Hanlon and Alf Delany. Tom
lianer even came down by car and Walter and Ruth Sorner flew over especiall¥ “fom
Switzerland.

Priday evening in Hodson 2ay was the scene of the Wine and Cheese.
The niznt was fine, the wine diszppeared vottle by bottle and the party went a
oomb. Tne memory of that night was to help us ihrough the following day when it
rained and rained until early afternoon. The coffee "morning" was held at 3 p.m.,
Farmen Murtaghs historical talk was postponed untill evening and the picnic was
a non-event!

Zowever, on arrival =zt L.3ee Yacht Club tnings began to look up.
The rain had stoopved (almost) ané Harmans tzlk (to = packed audience) was
entertaining and interesting, delivered in 4ais usual sparkling style. Commodore
John Keane and his members hosted a generous hot-punch reception and a fine Bar-
5-Q followed. £ musical evening topped off a surprisingly enjoyable daye.

Sunday morning started with an Ecumenical Service by irchdeacon Cave
and Fr, Sean from Coosan and then came the grand enirance to Athlone - The

"flotilla of boats" as the Tercentenary programme had it. And what z sight it was

n

files of pozts of all sizes and types as far as the eve could see, bunting

by

lying, norns hooting and bells ringing they swung into moorings at the new jetzies.
Tne Cruise-in-Company was officially over. ,

The rest cf +the day bdelonged to tne Tercentenary Committee and what
entertainment they provided - swimming, water spvorts, z raft race, =z dramstic
helicopter rescue, music and in tne evening a memorzble re-enactmen: of the
Siege by ihe Defence Forces.

Tne week-end wac comrleted wiirn z dramatic fire-works disuiay from the

certre of the river, II was = Truise ncoct ¢ ne missed and now ir Lirlone hev're
Telking aboutl naving e Tercentenary everr verx!
Founc =% Tne new jetTizs iIr the Towr or Zunday 20tk June aurins sne
Tercerntenary Crulse - & black Lertner Zamerz Cover mariked "isznl Pentav"
4DDly Regsgie Redmeond on "Crannagh™ or onone 01=58557326G



Shannon Boat Rally 1991

The 31st annual Shannon Rally was voted by all 54 entrants to have
been 3 great success, and under the leadership of popular Commodore Frank
Farrell, ably assisted by hard-working Secretary Marie Hyland, it went the
proverbial "bomb", The weather also smiled and, although not brilliant, was
one of t:e best consistent weeks for the past month.

The gathering of the 2 fleets at Lanesboro was the scene of the Sat.
evening Mass followed by the traditional Wihe and Cheese party. The Mass was
notable for some fine choir singing led by Sean Matthews, although they resisted
the temptation to sing "A-a-ah -men" followed by "™the Athlone Boys"!

Serious (and not-so-serious) competitions then started in earnest, and
after a visit to Hodson Bay, the Rally moved across to Lough Ree Y.C., on
Monday. Here we were hosted to a "Hot Punch"™ reception by the Club and

generally made very welcome. The childrens' and the adults' Talent Contests
revealed some remarkable profesgional (and humourous) expertise.

Tuesday and the visit to the River Suck just had to be the highlight

of the week. Here, for the first-ever event of its type that the Suck had seen,
over 50 boats tied up to the stakes at Correen Ford thoughtfully put in

position by Declan Walsh. The historic occasion was marked by an official wisit
from Minister of State Noel Tracy T.D. and at a champagne reception on the banks
of the River, hosted by Ballinasloe Chamber of Commerce, he pledged that the
navigation would be opened all the way to Ballinasloe by 1993. All entrants
expressed themselves surprised and delighted at the size and depth of the Suck.
The stakes have been left behind for visiting boats - lets hope they remain there

Then it was down to Banagher for 2 nights for Fancy Dress Comps.,
R.N.L.I. Auction (£650 raised) and the conclusion of the many competitions.

The young folk enjoyed the jumping castle.

Saturday morning at Shannon-bridge saw the distribution of most of the
awards, and with Padraic ) Brolchain, Donal 0' Siochain, Coror Furey, Denis
Moffett and Kieran Walsh all Sharing the spoils of the major competitions,
speculation was rife as to the winner of the coveted Premier Award.

The Closing Donner was to reveal all and Athlone resounded to the
cheering when overall winner was declared to the popular local skipper Conor
Furey in his traditional boat "Aloma".

The rally was slickly run with lots of good humour, generally voted
an improvement on last year. The only complaint perhaps being that Banagher is
a bit too far down river, also posing mooring problems at the hire-base jetties.

After the Suck - what next?

Lough Scur?!

Sympathy :

On behalf of our membership we extend our deepest sympathy
to the families and friends of . . Willie Watson, Paul Chapman and Mrs
Coffey who died in recent weeks.




SEATNON 30. 7 RALLY 1991

REZULTS

Premier Awszrd: Conor Furey
2nd overzall Donzal O Siochain

3rd " Padrzic 0 Brolchein
" " Denis Moffest
5%th " Kieran Walsh
5th " Margaret lMurdhy

CRUISER CLASS

1st Donel O Siochezain
2nd Padraic C Zrolchein

" <

Denis loffest
SLRGE TLASS

Kierar VWelsh

INSPECTIOQN CF BOATS

1s% liargaret llurphy
2nd Pam Wenger
LOORING

1st Kierar Valsh
2né Padraic O RBrolchezin
NAVIGATION

1st Padraic O ®rolchain
2nd Denis Lioffett
RESCUE OF CRUISER

1st Des Gillett
2nd Donal O Siochain

TIKE RELIABILITY
1ls Des Gillett
2nad Concr Furey

1st Denis lioffet
2nd Kieran WVelsh
st I‘.ZATE

1st Michael ILynch
2nd indrew Lioffett

LADIES 2047 HaDLINC

ist Tione furey
2né Suzanne Tienger
TIZSITORE LVLRD
Z0.LT BY CAVAL
Z0DERG SAILING RACE Savid Tillesean
SACARDI SAILING RACE Zarry Donegan

L)UGH REE SAILING RACE Zarrv Denegan
YOUNRG RARINER AWARD Orla Canavan

©~TERWAYS QUIZ Rosemery Furicng

{Aloma)
(Iron Lady)
(Rarcarole)

(Lady &)
{Shanirek)
(Corbiere)

(Corbiere)
(rirabooka)

(B

o

(Lady G)

(Lazy Bones)
(Iron Lady)

(Lazy =ones)
(Lloma)

{Lady 3)
{Shantrek)

(.loma)
(Lady 3)
filome.

(i irzpooka’
(T2vzroolie

~ome

Lz “iaconae
. e .
L=z Zlaconas

! Francesce

589
561
558

544
498

marks

"
"

"
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Next Branch Meeting Monday 17th October 8.30 hours.

ATHLONES END OF SEASON

The Bash Tercentenary
Friday 27th Sept. Hooker
Draw -
Jolly Mariner
¢ p.m. Return All
Tickets

Tickets Advise

Seans

The Rally
Sat. & Sun. 28th & 29th Sept.

ITINERARY

BUT

NO BUTS

Shannonbrid

JOINT TOMMQODORE

w




I.W.A.L. N¥ational council Meeting - ‘jullingar 1:tn Sevtemoer 10u1

A report rrom the Athlone Brancn :isl3zates

Pump—out racilizsiss - The provcsals “rom she lenartment I snvironmens 1o

10T appear %o calar 07 00at3 Wita 20rt-a-Pi1%si2s or to iaciude orainars V.I.'s,
touncil 13 to agalin request 2 mee-laz %o 1izcizs snese mat=273.

goyal Tanal - <.U...3. 7Tesors T2zt Zailwav 1rvos3ing at snesilitoCh., mar 187

oe ready unti. lale 2ext 3pyring. o lecisisn nade yet zoncernizz 2 tally Srem

aste
Liffey <o Mullingar.

Shannon Authority - Letter -»om iAn Taisce wisning to set up =2 WoTX1ng Ddarty
to consider reasibility of this 1tem. Rutn Yeara and Declan Walsh %o attend
as observers. Council made no 4ecision as so whether or aot we favour such an

Autnority.

V.2.¥, sye-iaws =~ his matter 1s rapidly reaciing finality wita a rinal arafst
expected soon from U.r.¥. vrhree 1tems of contention remain:-

1. Registration - uU.r.w. appear to be insisting on an annual
registration, whicn they state wiLl ce free. uur Executive
were instructea %o accept this oniy if the free "no charge"
reglstration is i1nciudea legaliy .n the RBey-laws. If not,
matter must be referred back to our membership for decision
on possitle iines of further acstion.

2. looring - W¥inter {Oct. %o April inc.) £10 ver metre is
proposed by 0.2.%W. Summer - 5 consecutive 4days with a
maximum of 7 or 8 days ver month. Council instructed
that a reduction of the Winter cnarge should be obtained.

3. Registration Torm - as dira’%ed includes a2 declaration *“hai
one's ooat complies with *he regulations in %the "Construciion
of coats"™ vey-law. The Zxecutive was instruct

ed Zo demand shat
this be removed, otherwise matter must de refarrad bdack o
mempersaip o decide on 2ur future 2%ti‘tude z2nd ac3ion.

Shannon - Trme Link ‘2 % 3 Tanszl - Tom Jaher zave amosT I
report on this porojecs. i3 "all - zo" along the entire
yellow machines veavering away as Tar as she eve can see. Inc
the navigation from Zeiirim %o Lough 3Scur (3 locks) will nse £
by next June, with a similar possidility Jor tne stretch
3allyconnell.

Ulster Canal - Ian 3ath reported srat ae aas spvent many Turther weeks
in interesting various zrouds and authorisiss
em =

surveying tais arnd hzs succeeded in

[O VY]

u
in *tals project. ing to leave %he

Agenda.

sounded likxe an i3 nat 15 not g

Blackbrink Bay - The Zeveloovment 37 chale<x

~
~
“

5 nas received »lanning vermission.
This will ove appealed oy 4an Taisce wiih supvort from Athlone 3ranch.

Next Meeting - 29th Yovember 1991
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All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial. Seans Bar. Main St.. Athlone.

Yovemoer 1991
HOTICE OF A.G.M

eliiie

llembers please note

The Annual General ileeting of Athlone 3Branch
Inland Vaterways Association

Priday 6th December 8,30 p.m. Jolly Mariner Athlone

The A.5.i. 2s usual will deal with reports, electicn of Branch ofticers
and committee for Shannon 3cat Rally 1992,

Members are requested to give due consideration to these nominations.

-=000=-

November Branch Neeting Monday 4th Novemver 3,30 3eans

~=000==-

Navigation Jotice

the Office of Public works have advised us that to carry out
ial repairs tne 36tn Lock (3hannon Harhour/Shaannon) will be closed
2

-=000=-=

End of Season Revort

The Annual Dinner was,K according to Walter, more like breaxfast at
Tiffanys!

The raffle

for the model Hooker Tercentenary Draw was won oy the
Bridge Bar, saylough, congratulations. Well done Heinexken, well done Sean.

By the way, will the couple who haa the free meal please cough up.

It was nice to see the Corrib people back again arter such a long
absence(sic)(joke)

The rally south eventually got through the lock and included
Banagher in their itinerary.

The weather scatterea the Ree siders.



Shennon Forum

The first meeting since may was held on 22nd Octoper.

L presentation was mede by Dr. “harles licCorkell of Dublin
City Universi and Mr James Coyle Athlone RTC on ar EEC sprint
Programuc .2titled "The applicztion of Information and Controll Technologies
to the control of the. River 3Shannon and its catchment".

™

he Torum delegates were recuesied to submit their relative views
ing up of a 3Shannon suthority.

<t 13

on tne set

']

1e  Tlorfolk Knight 27' motor szilor G.R.P.
sluminium svers. Perkins 4107
Draugnt 3'5" comnlete witn 4 wheel irailor £10,500 nes.

2, Larch 17'€" row poat 425

<

3. Yamahe 2 H? with exiernal zaznk £350

09C2 52461 (office)
74805 (res)

Pebruzry 1978 "The 4A.G.L.. of Athlone Rranch took place on 20th Januery
[
and out of 145 members anprox. 30 turned up

Chairman : 2ZRerchs Hannin
Tice " : Damien Delaney
/Ed. what else is new/
Zon, Sec, : Pzddy Doyle (isst., Dileen 0O'Brien)
Son. res : Sean Fitzsimons

/ed. "See note above"/

Ttems of interest := The 4nnual 3ub has beer raised to £3.00
The Hon.3ecretery was asked tc write tce linister expressing our obdjeciion
o tne propecsed legislation to iznftroduce R0d Licences to Inland Yaters.(!!!)




News Letter

ATHTL.ONE AERIAL

Athione Brancl: .Inland Waterwavs Association Of Ireiand
All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial. Seans Bar. Main St.. Athlone.

December 1991,

Jotice of Annual General Meeting,

6th December,
8. 30pm
Jolly Mariner llarina

g
E}.

Agenda ;
Reports,
Election of 0fficers.
Election ot Rally Committee

The customary cheese ana wine will precede the meeting.

Shannon 3ye Law Developments.

A Turther meeting is planned for Dec. 4%th.,
Considerable progress nas been made to date. However there remains some
major differances o be resolved particularly in ihe area of charges tor
winter berihage.

Whilst every effort has been afforded the legislators to nave
erfective oye-laws to prevent harvour abuse the proposed charges ot £10
vper metre for winter berthage does not include any services such as power
or security,

3o0at owners who are anxious to leave naroours free during the
boating season will pe obliged to provide their own mooring buoys or to
use I.W.A.I. buoys. This however is not adequete in winter condi*ions
and the availability of quay shelter is vital,

The imposition or winter charges will in effect make boating on
the Shannon more exclusive to those who can pay. Does that matser ?

It will also be the *irst time that you will have to pay to stay.

Shannon Forum.

The appiicanon of INFORMATION AND CONTROL TECT the ¢ -
of the RIVER SHANNON AND ITS CATCHMENT. ANOLOGIES © the conmpj

ABSTRACT

Al eccnomic and environmental vajue anaiysis  will be carmed out on the river
Shannoq basin, 2 336 km river with a catchment of 11.300 $Q km. An internanonaj
eam of sgecxa}xsts emDiOvVIng a2 number or modeis of technoiogy transrer wiil ‘consider
he role. or Information Technoiogy and a coordinated approach © faciliry management.
An andit or the ecnnoiogy now in use on the rver will be undércaken and 2
distribured monmorng, communication and conrol - system  will be designed ang
unmemenrgzl:& dganst the background or lecnnoiogy  availabie Intemanonaily, Levei.
Wdcx:miil bepr?n mmraﬂ; water qualiry, ang covironmenral and  ecosystem Sams vanabies
b casureq. Fixed pomr ana mopiie measurement will be used 1o serv d
acquisiton and user terminai commurucauon. o am



iect alue of the river Sharmon basin
ectivee To analyse the economic benefits and udlity v
Snbld asmplish the requirements of ail Shannon users for the techmologies. and thus (0 define
the demand for e ultimare inmroducucn oI these tecimoiogies.

Acdvity:  An amempt will be made © amcuiae e impact that the nver 'nng on the
economy OI vanous groups anc acaviges in the catcament The economuc benent or the
inoducaonor  the  proposed ecanoiogy will Dpe smessed and. in this conext. the
requirements of all users of the Shannon will be determined and c'xame%led through the
Shannon Forum. Hence the demand for e uldmare inooducaon Of the proposed
recanoiogies wiil be estabiished and presented.

Objecdve: To compiere an audit of current udiisagon of the Shannon and the cumrsnr state
of -te:nnoiogy appiicadons on the nver and is carcament

Actvity: The namre and extent of river use will be estaplished.  Against eacn the
appiicanon of technoiogy will be documented and the swate of current river management and
conumoi discussed.

Obiecdive: To define the use of Information Technoiogy, and study the impact of its
ingoducdon. in the momiorning and COnUoi O faver ciichment

Actvity: In the light of idendfied demand and reguirements the roie that LT. can have 1:;
the monitonng and conuwoi of the river catcnment wiil be deermined. A Systems leve
aooroacn wxu be adopted to ammve at the opumal economic benefits thar will follow

Ob]ccuve. To idenufy otner European rnver calcament sies -vnere cSOSt 2enerits couwid arse
witn simiiar (ecanology transrer and thus o assess me value ennancement poennal of e

proposed prolect 0 ensure growth and eXpioiLauon.

Acgvity: A limited numoper of potenual sites in EJurope suiabie for onwara \mpiementanon
of the outpur or the project will be idendfied and evaiuated. As Jart Or this e reguirea
modificcuons or zdaplanons in e tec nnoltogy frem the Shannon site will be 2ddressed.

Objecuve: To define 2 giobal management and conwoi strategy for the Shannon basin.

Acuvity: The existing ManagemenvControi swategy will be assessed and an auempt will be
made © define an approach o facility management which assesses tec CInoiogy SuDDPOTrL

Subsequenty the ourput of this acuvity will have an impact on the specificanon and design
of system decision support sorTware.

Obiecuve: To orgaruse and produce o financing package for the projlect imbiementaton
pnase [©© ensure is viabiiity.

Acuvity:  The fifty per cent funding necessarv to ensure the compietion of the projec: will
be sourced in a numoer of possible wayvs and througn the Shannon Forum. This must be
put in place before the compieton of the Definidon Phase. Further the iong term viability
or the project will require structures that need discussion and approval if possible during the
defimaon phase. Both wiil form part of the viabilitv concems during the definitdon phase.

Objecdve: To define all the necessary legal requirements reiagng to conrracwmuai
urrangements and owmership nghts for subsequent phases and long term expioitauon.

Acuvity: Structure. ownership, rights and legal connownons will be compieted for agreement
and will be inciuded in final defnidon pnase documentadon.

Objecive: To survev the available technoiogies. seiect the sysiems (0 be !mpiemented and
0 compiets the bluepnnt for the impiementauon phase.

v1anmw will feamure in the biluepnnt 'I'hxs inciudes demand/oooortumw x.onsxdc':mons
tecarucal specificanon. financiai issues and legal and owmership issues.

Objecave: To define a comprenensive taning programme for all idenofied user groups and
0 progucs a programme pian for the disseminanon pnase.

Acavity: Allidennfied users will require amng n the use of the computer and
commurnucanons haraware and the system sorfware and  databases. AN exmensive raning

programme will‘ be devised to this end. Efficient disseminanon proceagures will be drawn
UD S0 as to opumise the project benetits.



