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ATHLONE AERIAL

Athlone Branch Inland Waterways Association Of Irela

nd

All Correspondence to: Athlone Aerial, Scans Bar, Main St., Athlone.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Next Branch Meeting

Monday 8th January 8.30p.m.
Seans Bar

A.G.M. Report
S5.B.R. Committee
Forum Programme
A.0.B.

Agenda

.
.

Tales of a Traveller

Ve welcome Mr, Pat Lawless our Limerick Voyager
Athlone on Friday 19th January in The Jolly Mariner at 8.3
Circumnavigation: The Voyage, Shipwreck and Survival. _
This evening can be highly recommended by those
had the pleasure of attending Pats slide show on his trans

A.G.M. Revort

The attendance
usual, The Chairman Mr.
the Branch_activities.

due to extreme fog conditions was
Damien Delaney gave a detailed re

Quayside Development: Presently awalting manpower avail

, FAS.
Ballykeeran Westmeath Co.Council in discussio
acquisition.
Portrunny : 0.P.W. Survey pending re jetty no
jetty. '
Portlick Development of old harbour being

Lanesboro-Tarmon
Shannon Forum

Proposed dredging by O0.P.W. winte

minimum legislation committment o

Election of Officers Chairman Declan Walsh
: Vice " Damien Delaney
Secretary John Dingle
- Treasurer Sean Fitzsimons

Hon. Auditor Reg Redmond
Pollution officer

-
-

Aerial Committee
Archdeacon Cave.
Shannon Boat Rally Committee:

Incoming Chairman Declan Walsh on behalf of Athlg
hanked Damien Delaney for his work at Branch level and wi
success in his term of office as forthcoming National Presi

4
17

Fanuary 1990

o~

back to
0 p.m,

of us who
atlantic +trip.

smaller than
port outlining
ability through
n re land

rth of existing

considered.
r 1990

Anxiety regarding water levels and need for

£ 123" 0.D.

Archdeacon Cave.

Declan Walsh, Clodagh Dixon, Rosemary Furlong

To be elected at next Branch Meeting

ne Branch
shed him every

dent of I.W.A.I.



Council News from our Delegates .

A meeting of I.¥W.A.I. National Council took place in Mullingar on 24th
Novemper and the following items were included on the agenda.
1) Svortex 90 will be held in R.D.S. on 5-8 April and the I.W.A.I, will
participate, A.G.M. will be held on Friday 6th April.

2) 0.2.W. A meeting between I.W.A.I. and 0.2.%. was neld in November and

tne following information was obtained:-

a) Breach will be completed before Christmas. Some further examinations
to be made and canal will be open by 1lst March.
Naas Branch will nold a re-opening Rally. -

b) Weeds complaints were made about Lecarrow Canal and Barrow.

c) Low Levels on Shannon - complaints made about same 0.2.WV. say
E.5.3. control Loughs Ree and Derg! .

d) Rooskey a jetty is to be built upstream of bridge.

e) River Suck this will be navigable for 7 miles sometime in 1990 and
the last 4 miles to 3allinasloe will follow later, -

f) A new VWaterway 3ill will be introduced soon giving 0.72.W. powers re
B + B, 3uck, L.Oughter and new bye-laws,

3) E2.S.B. wires as reported previously 2.S5.B. hav® offered %o vay for waraing
sizns, but now 0.2.W. have refused to erect them!

4) Watling St. Lock-gate factory is closing at end of 89 - its task completed.

20LLUTION PARTICLES

The following is a quotation from the submission of Athlone AnTaisce to the
Shannon Forum "3. Lough Derg is dying fast. In the upper reaches the bottom
is deep in sludge and lifeless. To help redress this problem there must be an
urgent and co-ordinated campaign against slurry pollution of -the upper lakes,
especially Sheelin and the Inny. Other pollutérs to be identified and the law
invoked™. :

As one who fished Sheelin regularly in its hayday in the 60's I would
support anyone who endeavours to stop the pollution of Sheelin, but it is surely
stretching it a bit far to blame the condition of Derg on the rape of Sheelin.

In the first place the main sources of pollution in Sheelin are *wo rivers toth
flowing into the north end of the lake. In flood conditions while readings for
phosphate in the northern vortion of the lake were 40 parts per 1,000,000
readings taken in the outflow at the bridge of Finea showed 1/1,000,000.,.Sheelin
is in fact an enormous settling tank and retains a very large portion of its
pollution. The above figures suggest that wnat comes in in one year may take

40 years to clear. A sobering thought. Secondly Sheelin itself is not lifeless,
and after Sheelin the Inny river passes through Lough Kinale, Lough Derravaragha
and Lough Ree, none of which could be described as lifeless even if showing signs
of pollution. So it would seem unlikely that Sheelin and the Inny are major
factors in the state of Derg. The real causes of the deterioration of Derg

need to be identified and appropriate action taken. Would it be avpropriate

to make the Tourist Board the prosecuting authority, as every sort of pollution
has a direct affect on some aspect of tourism.

Marmalade

tin of Marmalade pulp (Mamade)

lemon

grapefruit

Orange

1+ pounds sugar (as well as that required on tin)

o

Cut up lemon, grapefruit and orange and boil with pips (tied in muslin hag) for
about ¥ hour until soft. Make up tin as directed adding extra fruit and suzar.
Boil until setting point is reached.
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Next Branch Meeting
Monday 5th February
8.30 pm Seans Bar

Agenda: New Bridge Development
Rally Meeting Report
Walkabout, Well?
A.0.B.

January Branch Meeting Report

The Branch plans to support the Royal Canal Rally as the
itinerary for Athlone's Whit Weekend Rally., Purther details to be
decided. '

The question of provision of a jetty north of the new bridge
is being pursued with the Westmeath and Roscommon County Councils,

A meeting with I.B.R.0. I.Y.A. and Bord Failte prior to the
next Shannon Forum to discuss water level policy.

A Walkabout by Branch members has been arranged for this
SATURDAY 3rd February at Seans 11,00hrs, All Welcome.

--=000-—-

Athlone Branch Presents
Our Waterways
Through the Lens of Walter Borner
an evening of
Photographic Excellance
on Saturday 10th February 8.30 p.m.
in The Shamrock Lodge Hotel

===000-=~

The Harry Rice Cup Competition

This competition to the memory of Harry Rice is held annually
to promote the love of our Inland Waterways.

The I.W.A.I. Harry Rice Cup originally was won by Harry himself
in India for, no less, a horse race and bears the following inscription
Presented by H.H. The Maharaja Scindia

won by
Major H.J. Rice's
"Insomnia®
I.W.A.I. Previous Winners were:-
1960 Duddley Colley 1973 Sean Craig - 1978 Suki Webb
1966  Alan Furlong 1974 MNaeve Gallagher 1979 Alison Marcuse
1972 Christopher Craig 1976 Deidre Martin 1980 Renata Dwan

cont..o...ao..



2.
Previous winners Harry Rice Cup:-

1981 Lorraine Smyth

1882 Niamh Herraghty
1983  Donal Heraghty

1984 Aoife Hanley

1985  Aoife Hanley

1986  Donal Heraghty

1937 Roseleen Miller
1988 Rory and Jane Walsh

Join that illistrious band b
log or painting depicting a
adult and junior (U16) categ

¥y submitting your entry of an
"Trip on our Inland Waterways
ory.

Entries by February 28tn to
Mrs Rosemary Purlong, Coosan Point, Athlone.

_ _-_000_--_ e
Thanks Pat

The recent slide show by Pat Lawless put things
Rounding Parkers Point seems now more like a biro. The w
gathering enjoyed sharing again in the exploits of an exc
Thank you Pat, we were honoured and wish you every succes
are sure will be many future exploits.

e
e
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Shannon Boat Rally News

Things are u )
Shannon Boat Rally.
Chairman and Deberag

The outline itinerar

P and running for what is now the 3(
Under the Bernard Delaney Flagship wit
h Walsh as Secretary the fleet is in 4
y as follows:-

]
p

Sat 28th July Rooskey

Sun/Mon Drumsna

Tue Carrick/Leitrim
Wed/Thur Lough Key

Fri Cootehall

Sat 4th Aug Carrick

ow committee boats
This is a good decision, not without risk
in sharing wo rk load and enable good fo

A welcome regulation change will now all

in competition.

a greater freedom

and rightly so.
~==000===

In Memoriam George P. Speirs

George, the Barrowman,
of our Waterways. In the t
a major role in his life.
Son of a Scot, farmed in Athy and from the Barro
the Green Barge.
Associated with Ath

Rugby enthusiast and life
ypical tradition of bargees the

came 95B,
Yy Branch I, W.A.I. during the
organised an Athy Rally at which I remember participating
display in all of three feet of water.
In latter years he pursued his 1
harbour at Terryglass he provided a safe
Special memories of a good frie
my lovely wife.
To Rusty and The Speirs Family our deeprest sympa
D& Gw

andscape designi
haven for many th
nd who introduced

essay/ships
There is an

-

into context.
11 attended
ptional man.
in what we

th Annual
h Denis Skehan
ure hands.

to participate
y but will allow
Lk to have a go

long friend
river played

w to the Shannon

g
B

1

seventies he
tn a scuba diving

be
€

12 and at his
traveller,
me to his niece,

thy.




Branch Membership -

Subscriptions now due for 1990
£10,00

To: Hon.Treasurer Mr Sean Fitzsimons
Seans Bar
Main Street,
Athlone,

We take this opportunity to apologise for some inaccuracies jin the

Aerial Mailing list. These failures are due to ongoing imcompetance
and breakdown in communications totally within our control and which
we can guarantee will -probably never be entirely resolved.- However

with your continued complaints we will strive for perfection
reassured that errors and ommissions are random rather than s

Treasurer and Editor.

FOR SALE

24T MOTOR SAILING
Volvo 25 HP Inboar
4 Berth/Galley/ Se
Perfect Condition
Plus Dinghy and 4

£12,000

Kate Parrelly

On behalf of the Branch we take this opportunity to
sincere sympathy to the Delaney and Farrelly families on the
death of Bridies Mother,

Ring (0902) 81354

Feel
elective.

YAWL

*d Motor

a Toilet

- full inventory

wheeled Trailer

extend our
recent
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Pollution Particles

N\

Have you ever longed for a pond in your garden for fish or fauna b
or even both, With the advent of fibre-glass and plastic it |is no longer
difficult to make your pond, provided you have the energy, but you’'will soon
have stinking pollution unless you take appropriate action,

There is a water beetle that will help to keep the water clear,
but your fish will eat them, or, alternatively, if you keep no fish the
beetles may well eat your lilies. Ideally you need some form of aerationm,
either a waterfall or a fountain which ensiles the water to gbsorb oxygen.

Top quality water in the natural state-contains approximately 10
parts of oxygen per million by weight and this is what is kngwn as a ™
saturated solution. If the oxygen content falls below 70% trout will not
like it. At below 50% they will die. Pike and perch do not need quite as
nigh levels as trout and salmon, while roach and breams can %olerate even
lower levels, and at the bottom of the scale are tench; carp|and eels which
can actually survive in water at only 5% of saturation. But [if the
concentration falls below 20% all species will leave if they |can escape.

~==000=~-=

White Scones

8 oz selfraising flour

2 teaspoons baking powder

pinch of salt

2 oz caster sugar (1 oz if a less sweet scone required)
2 oz margarine

6-8 tablespoons milk

Mix all ingredients thoroughly. Turn out onto a lightly floured board

10

fa

al

and roll out *inch thick, Cut into required shapes and bake |for 12-15
minutes at 425.
- e=mQ0=—=
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Next Branch Meeting
Monday 5th March 1990
8,30 p.m. Seans Bar

Agenda: Correspondance
Council Report
A.G.M. Motions
A.0.B.

February Branch Meeting Report:

The following matters are being pursued with the relevant
authorities:-

1) The provision of ladders and extra life buoys on the|new jetty
at Hudson Bay.

2) a, The details of proposals of Roscommon County Council re.
their plans for development and provision of toilet facilities

at Hudson Bay.

b, Permission for the Branch to remove ivy and overgrowth at
Pinnacle Rock.

3) Progress on land acquisition at Ballykeeran for provision of
jetty.

Regarding Ballykeeran we are grateful to Shannon Navigatipn for the
recent provision of navigation marks into Ballykeeran Lough.

=000 ==

Date for your Diary

Ruth Heard Film Show

Friday March 16th 1990
in

The Jolly Mariner, 8,30 p.m.
We again extend a warm welcome to Ruth whose
orogramme will feature:-

1. The River Thames
Hampton Court to Oxford
2. Clips from the Past
Featuring the Royal Canal Long Level Rally




Co

Shannon Flooding and Forum Reports

Within the space of a few short months we have gone from

of the driest seasons to one of the wettest on record.

We, not withstanding our rigorous defence of maintaining
navigation summer levels, sympathise and apprecilate the great

one

adequate
hardship

being experienced presently by both land and house holders du¢ to the
extensive flooding south of Athlone.

OQur position is and must be one of constructive narticipation in

the Shannon Forum.

to assist in a_fair overall assessment of the flood vroblem.
- Shannon Forum February Meeting:

A lengthy debate took place regarding the navigation lev

the 1989 season.

The I.¥.A.I. submitted a report outlining the difficulti
The basis of this suomission was to high
effect of reduction of marginal summer navigation levels
This can best oe assessed with ref

to navigation.

subsequent flooding.
attached graph.

Note the Septemver level is low summer

for July and August

The
1.

tfollowing are some points of interest -

The I.P.A. sought a reduction of levels in the Athlo
section during the 1989 summer season.

The authorities agreed to reduce this level oy 3'' o
basis. It should be noted nere that the original re
the I.F.A. was for a reduction far in excess of 3''

The reason for this request initially was to assist
of Autumn flooding.

The reason for the request subsequently was to assis
land management during the Summer?

Wnen asked to substantiate a basis for this requirem

was none forthcoming.

The £.S.B. stated that in fact tahe low level experie
It was totally
further stated thaft this 3"’
replaced oy 4mm of

nothing whatever to do with river
as a result of the climate. They
reduction (7'2" - 6'11") would be
the equivalent of an afternocons rain.
The 0.2.W.

once in several

management.

yearse.

stated that similar control would only bve

To this end we must support all reasonable proposals

els during

s experienced
light the non
on the

erence to
level as

ne/Meelick

n a trial
quest by

in control

t better

ent there

nced had

rain or

acnieved

James O'Connor of I.B.R.0., stated that thney would accept

a2 similar reduction on a trial boasis
investigation.
witnout committment.

The I.¥.A.I. outlined the difficulties in maintaining
=

particularly in

The normal summer level in itlself bveing

low levels without affecting overall levels,
extended dry periods.
almost 3 feet below bank levels.

to allow furtnepr
Tais agreement to oe subject to review and

sectional

The 0.P.W. refering to the overall water level contzol suggested
the formation of a %team of gualified peaple to advige and co-

ordinate,




- Emergency Forum Meeting

In view of the disaster situation with flooding an emerg

ency meeting

was called on Friday 16th February. The meeting invited| and was

attended by political representatives of the areas affected.

The following proposals were adopted:-

1. The area affected be designated as an area of extreme severe
handicap within the context of E.E.C., assessment.

2. That immediate representation be made to allocate funding to
relieve hardship.

3. That funding be allocated to improve and raise access roads to
assist lower lying holdings.

4., That Teagasc evaluate immediately the extent and likely loss as
a result of the flooding.

5« That the government be requested to proceed with further study
and consideration of both Rydell and 0.P.W. reports on the
Shannon Flooding.

6. That the E.E.C. be requested to fund such a proposed|study.

-~-000--~
Thanks Walter
And Ruth and SwissAlr. A grand evening, many thanks|. Time
and memories reawakened? Did the,rest of you know that our
hosts met initially at the Swissair launch of their [Irish

flights? « There you are now,

===000===

r
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Answers to Last Months Crossword

Across: 1.West 3, 5.0.S5. 5. Rib 7. North 9. Sequel 10.Shan
12.arch 14.rudder 18.beacon 19.crew 21,aft 22.chan
27. deeper 29. ahoy 31. ante 33, weather 34. masts

Down: 1. winch 2.siren 4.,steer 5.rounded 6.bilge 8.hook

11,barge 13.chart 15.Doc 16, row 17.anchorage 20.r
23.neat 24.,heaves 25.sport 28.edge 30.helm 32
===000 ===

Pollution Particles

We are thinking of a garden pool.
careful about what grew in it, it would
poilution free, because green plants in
more oxygen than they consume. But for practical purposes and i
keep fish, it is safer to have some system of aeration, It is a
fact thet although one often sees fish tanks in shops and hotels
ouboles streaming up from the bottom, it isnt the air passing th
oretty though 1t may look that does the trick. It is the rippl
tnat enables the water to absorb oxygen. One expects fast flowi
over ri#cks and shallows to be clear and pure, and so 1%t generall
tae wind blowing across the surface that is the 1life of large sh
like our mid-land lakes, Indeed on various occassions a good wi
saved Sheelin from what looked like certain disaster. The wind,
to prevent temperature stratification, dbut it also renews the ox
of the water.

"Its and ill wind that blows no good”". The present floods
reduce the pollution in the Shannon, if only by dillution.

If you made it deep enou
be possible to keep it ¢
the growing process rele|

a
<
1

-
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Branch lieeting
ionday 2nd april

3.30p.m.
Ceans 3Bar

arand Canal Reovens

ir. Brendan Daly, T.D. iinister of 3tate at the Jevariment
of finance re-opened the restored section of *he Tickrevia - 3all
level on te 9tn of Narcn,.

Jhen tne breach occurred in January 1939 i< lefi|a scarved land-
Scape displacing 100,000 cubic metres of bank ard releasing 30 million
zallons of water. Apart from restoring the oreached sectidn a two =mils

section adjoining it aad also been reconstrucied.

Tne ilinister paid tribute to tne 0.>.W. Zngineering 3
nelr advisors, the people wno worked on tne restoration and +<hei
ey aad Jointly carried out a very large ye® sensitive civi n
oject on time - as C.7.¥. nad promised,

-
%

Vi
L
B

A joo well done - congzratulations.

Date for your Diary

Gearold O'Brien

President of 0ld Athlone Society

extends a warm welcome %to the I.W.A.I. %o
11th J.W. Englisn emorial/Lecture

Ruth Delaney
on

The ¥ork of the Shannon Commissioners
Wednesday 25th April at 3.30 »p.m.,
Royal Hotel Athlone.

3ranch News Athlone River Warden

Plans in nand by the local authority to nave fthe River
d#arden onerational for Easter. It is envisaged to provide| supervised
berthage at the New Jetty with patrols also at the quays.

Sewaze Treatment Plant

The plant specification are now going to tender.




Thanks Ruth

Spectacular
arcnives. As Ruth said a
Thank you both.

By the way Rory and Jane Walsh won the Harry Rj
Pleased? delighted, and preseanted by Cynthia as well.

Thanks to 3Bridie for the afters and Dermot Slo:
Jolly dariner for the nospitality.

Thames, a grand night witn footage
fitting trioute to Douglas Heards

Pollution Particles

“nat nappens in any body of water - oowl, tank, »
lake - containinzg ordinary aquatic life? In the normal 1ij
averytaing eventually dies and decomposes. This is a naturg
nas been going on since life vegan, and it is the means by
has been living and growing in the water is re-cycled and bs
raw material-of the next lot of growth. What actually happg
vne material becomes dead 1t is attacked by vacteria whicn ¢
break it down from its complex organic form, into .simple ing
suostances. This is decomposition. The bacteria which brij
decomposition require oxygen'in ordexr overate, and tais 1
Irom tne oxygen in solution in the water where all this is 4
amount of oxygen required by thne bacteria to accomvlisia the
of any material wnhich may oe prezently in the water can be 1
witnout going into details tne figure arrived at is xnown as
oxyzen demand, or B.0.D., for short.

to

Apart from chemically pure water in the laboratorsy
nappening in all water, and in good clean water, like what §
with your lunch, tae 3.0.D., would (hopefully) be one part {

Juarterly Report from our National Council Delegates
Meeting of Council neld in Mullingar on 2nd Jarch 1990

1)

\
/

Jportex Fair

lack of demand.
2

Scheduled for Durlin in April aas bveen cand

A very important letter was received from Leitrim Co.Clourn

from the

Toresignt.

lce Cup, again!

ane and thne

ond, river or
e cycle

21 process and
vhich wnat
rcomes tre

ns is that as
levour it or
yrganic

1g acout this
Lney actsoro
roing on. The
decomposition
neasured, -and
the oiochemiczl

Y

P

r,y, this is
rou might drin

ser million.

elled due

to

1cil asking for

I.W.A.I.'s views before they implement the compulsory pun

Water Pollution Act. There would be a
for non-compliance.

to examine tne matter and will revort

tollets under the
service and fines
The executive are
after getting furtner details.
voat-owners and hire fleets.
Canal 3reach The Grand Canal will have been officially
schedule before this report appears in print.
Shannon-srne Link is still hanging fire. On the one han
surveys and environmental assessments have been completed
International (the project managers) are ready to start 1
However, final funding is not yet in place (particularly
the go-ahead is still awaited. Projected cost has escals
cost-venefit analysis is looking shakier,
Shannon Forum Athlone Chairman Declan Walsh wno is I.W.4
tne Forum, rTave a very detailed report on recent meetings
was given at great length in last month's ierial.
Council and National Accounts were aosproved for prese taf
in Dublin on 6th April (all members welcome)
R.C.A.G. Chairman Eddie Slane gave details of the Bicent
Canal Rally to be held at end of May. Athlone narticipat
promised.

A slide presentation on the new Kilrush Marina
at the next meeting on 11th May.
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N M, President,

We take this opportunity to exte
wishes and support to our Branch Vice Chairman Mr, Damien Del

election to the position of President of The Inland Waterways
of Ireland,

This is for the Athlone Branch

a great commitment. We have no doubt that he will do justice

" great honour and

Damien is not afraid of work and will be both keen and able 1

many forthcoming challenges,

Following in the scenario of the Peter Hanna Polic

working relationship with the relevant authorities augers wel

association and its beliefs,

- - - -—— e —— = -

Branch Meeting
Monday 7th May.
8.30 Seans Bar.

Whit Rally,

The Athlone Branch Whit Rally takes to the
Details enclosed, do come and share in this great achievment.

Pollution Particles.

y 1990.

nd our best
Llaney on his

3 Association
for Damien
to the job,

0o meet the

y of good

1l for our

Royal Canal.

One of the problems in relation to poll
exemplified by what happens to phosphate, a chemical which is
many forms of aquatic plants for growth, If the phosphate is
makes for a heavy weed gr%npiin the lake, but readings for ph
ent taken in summer and autumn may show negligable amounts, a
and behold by January or Pebruary the readings are away up., T
necessarily because there has been a big release of pig slurr
spillage of wash up liquid - both of which are high in phosph
but because the weed growth has been broken down by the norma
ot biological decomposition and the phosphate returned to the
the process of growth and decomposition phosphate is not cons

it is temporaly absorbed,so the reduction of the phosphate co
difficult and long term project.

tion is
required in
lentiful it
sphate cont-
d then, lo
i1s is not

s Or &

te content,
process
water, In
mmed, rather
tent is a
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I.W.A.I. National A. G .M.

Report from our delegates;

The Annual General Meeting of the Association was held |in Dublin
on 6th April. Total attendance was about 60,

The outgoing President, Peter Hanna, gave a review of the progress
that had been made during his term of office, mentioning Canal improvements
including Naas, Barrow and new hirers. On the Shannon, he spoke about R.
Suck / Ballinasloe, Forum, sewage and Bord na Mona. He called for action
"now" on the Shannon Erne Link and concluded by thankink all thi voluntary
workers in the association who had achieved so much over the years.

For Athlone members the hightlight of the meeting was|the election
of Damien Delaney as the new National President of I.W.A.i. - a well deser-
ved honour for our popular and hard workiug former Chairman.

Elections resulted as follows :=-

President : Damien Delaney.
Vice-President : Des Leydon.

Secretary: Peader Canavan.
Treasurer: Alan Waterheuse.

Members of Council.

Elected for 2 years,
Peter Hanna, Sam Herraghty, Ian Bath, Noel Murphy,
Frank Blake, Brian Brisbane.

Remaining for 1 more year,
Ruth Heard, Sean Fitzsimons, Mary Gallagher,
Reggie Redmond, Brian Hatfield, Joyce Waterhouse.

Plus Chairman and Secretaries of all Branches.

Branches made their Annual Reports to the meeting and |these will
be reproduced in the next National Newsletter, The Athlone re ort presented
by Chairman Declan Walsh was a model of concise and accurate siatements, -

The meeting also heard a statement from R.C.A.G. Chairman Eddie
Slane on progress of the Royal Canal.

Other matters discussed were bottle -banks along the waterways and
condition and access of towpaths, and levels near Tullamore.

For Sale :

-

Johnson 4 h.p. outboard moter , good condition, £ 180=-
0902-74192,

11th N.W. English Memorial Lecture:

. The 0ld Athlone Society|and Ruth Heard
presented a most interesting evening on The Works of the Shannon Commissioners.
A wealth of material from that bygone era on the politics and engineering
feats that have stood us in good stead.




Whit Rally

This year the Athlone Branch Rally will ~ participate i

The Royal Canal Bi- Centenary Rally.
under the flag of

The Royal Canal Amenity Group & The Office of Public Work

betail of the rally are outlined.

Please note the following;

1. Entry forms will be accepted
week S0 please return now,
There may be restrition on t
through the Killucan flight,

small boats can be launched

2.

n

S

for about another

he number of boats
participating
at McNeads Bridge.

Please indicate on your entry form if you

wish to go up the hillucan F
Athlone Itinerary.
Whilst we encourage
the Rally for the full week if this is desired weekend ral|
the fleet at McNeads Bridge on Friday evening or early Sat

Rally Schedule Summary.
Sun. 27th May.
Rally starts at Maynooth with the ofticial open
constructed harbour and slipway. Boats launch t
Assemble 1p.m, for civic reception at 1,30, Boa
to Blancherstown for reception and overnight. M
28th May.
Blanchardstowm to Maynooth ( overnight ). Lunc
Evening festivities, Milage iU.,% 1 Lock.
Tues 2’ th May.Maynooth to Kilcock ( overnight ) Reception at
Harbour Jazz Festival,

Mon.

Wed. 30th May.
Kilcock to Enfield ( overnight ) Irishnight in
House, Milage 8 Locks 2,
Thur. 31st May.
Enfield to Thomastown. ( overnight )
Fri. %*st June
Thomastown up the Killucan Flight to McNeads Br
Barbecue at Lynch's Bar. Milage 3.2 Locks 8.
2nd June.
Additional boats launch at Thomastown and go up
Flight, or Launch at McNeads Bridge. All boats
Mullingar ( overnight ) for 6bp.m. and fianction,

3rd June.

Sat

Sun. .
Return to Riverstown ( overnight ) Rally ends.
Cunninghams in the evening. Small baats can be
the 22nd Lock 1t necessary,

Mon 4th June.,
To Phomastown, Boats out at slipway,

light,

all +to join
liers to join
urday.

ing of the re-
rom 11 a.m,

ts then proceed
ilage 10,5 1 Lock.
hstop Leixlip.

O'Keetes, the

the Bridge

idge (overnight )

the Killucan
ito Morans Bridge
Milage 10.5 & 7.

Get together
taken out at




vaopiin vo mulirlingarlr. cithh may — 4&Lll JUlC,

The aim of the rally is to re-establish Navigation or the Royal, from the
12th Lock Blanchardstown to morans Bridge Mullingar and to mark the completion
of the harbour and slipway at Maynooth. it is not intended to be a reopening
to navigation Rally. ‘the distance involved is 55 miles with 16 Lockas, and the
rally will overnkght at Branch centres en route, arrangements are being made
for Publicity eventg and evening entertainment.A function will take place at
Morans Bridge, to highlightthe completion of restoration from Co. Dublin to
Mullingar. '

The rally will be limited to boats with a maximum draught of three feet.
Owners wishing to take part will have to register as numbers will be limited
to approximately forty boats. Registration forms enclosed and all other
information will be available from Charlie Hayden, tele Ot~ 343467 or Arnie
Poole tele 01=-960343, 3  <—-ccccmcccmcmccccm——s

Baltrasna
Bridge

ny

Culvert & Site of
Moran's Bridge/

J/ Saunders

—')‘)" Bridge
oo Mullingar y

‘ \ ]
A N\’ | (all services)

-

Footbridge
G
B

[~ Kilpatr
Bridge

Ballinea
Bridges

Baltrasna
Rreldnna
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shannon Navigation Bill 1990

This Bill 1s currently before the Dzil., ''he enavling
legislation will allow the Commissioners to
1. llake Bve Laws in relation to the shannon nNavigation
Ze Iransfer to them the Bzllinamore % Ballyconnell navigation.

ne latter is welcome, a further step towards the Shannon
Erne Link,

“he former, well:s time will tell.
4 Questior of raith
The gut reaction is of course "whatever it is we are agin it" Nobody,

except that is the burecrat, wants restrictive legisiation., 1

shannon has until now run free of name z2nd numbee.

Tne Associztion met with Kr. Brendan Daly, T.D. Minister of st
Depariment of rinance with responsgbility ror the Orfice of Py

Our main areas of concern were section 3 as follows:-

3¢1) The tommissioners may make bye-laws 1or the care, conse
management, control and maintvenance and the regutation of the
Shannon navigation and in relation to the restcration, repair,
extension and development therof and, without prejudice to the
of the roregoing, in relation to any one or more of the follow

(g) he prohivpition of the useé, save under znd in accoraan
Jicence ir that behalf granted by the vommissioners anda contai
{2f zny) condivions as they consider necessary or expedient, o

Shannon navigetion or any part of 1it.

(1)

charges

-
-

“ne rixing, altering, changing and recovery of 1ees, 1
in respect of

(1) the use by pboats of the navigation channel or the
or installations of thre Shannon Navigation, whether f

purpose of their passage through the navigation or fo

purposeg of tneir being anchored, moored, tied up or
any other purpose. :

(m)
register in which entries containing specific information will
to be made annually or at other specified times, on applicatio
behalf by their owners, in respect of boats or specified class
using tne Shannon Navigation, the payment of fees by the owner
concerned in respect of the entries and the prohibition of the

Shannon Navigation by boats required to be, but not, registereq

The establishment and maintenance by the Commissionen

'he mighty

ate,

iblic Works.

rvation,

use of the
improvement,
generality
'ing matters:

ce with a
ning such
f the

olls and

tTacilities
or the

r the

laid up or

s of a

be reguired
n in that
es of boats
s of boats
use of the
1 in the

register.



Cont.e.e.

zriefly +tnis reguires crzft tc pne registered with g
registration fee and the zdvent of charges for the| use of
navigation facilities,

Clarifying the thinking behind the act the Ninister stzted that:

(1) Registration will be required to corirol abuse by identi
of boats harbour hogging. Only "cabin cruisers” will be re
register, i,e. lake boats, sailing dingies etc., excluded.

The registration may be annual or on a five year cycle. Fee of £15.00
likely.

ciio The Commissioners are reguired by the Depariment of Finance to retumrn
an lncome initially of some £60,000 v.z.

The lock fee will rise to
»”

2 £1.00 returning an estimated £5C,C00. The
remazlinder tarough registrati

ion and verthage charges?

L]

Fad
g only fo

The overthage charge is envi ed g i
does not refer <o

puvb_-ic guays and jetties.
cre’t at anchorage.

We nave peen promised an input at the bdye-law stage as provided at the
irtroduction of the Canal Eye-laws,

Zere is where the faith bil comes in:

The development of our waterways has never looked so positive
as now. The proposed development cI the Shannon, Suck, Zrand
and Barrowline, The restoration of the Royzl and the vending
Shennon-Erne Link.
The price? there will no doubt ve iwo aChOOLS of thought.
Dialogue or aepposition

‘e have opted for dizlogue.

Time will fell if our faith is honoured,

113
2
2
bl

~ o - [P
zrvars anigtory.

of wnet can ve achieved by numar endevour Iired cv

L oman celled zzth, ithe Roval Canzl immeniiy Sroup end z2n inierestgd Deperiments,

i35 eazszy Tc write =z Tew lines. Reoperning s cansl, well thits 2 aifferent metier,
Vell .done.

There zre timesg, for z number of reasons be they political, persona!l or

cinerwise, tzzt it is important for all gzood men o come %o the zid of the party.

Kullingar was such ar occassion was it not?

--000--




Zoval Revori

Almost dusk, arriving at McNeads Bridge, scorched e
Ah! no, chip pan burnt the pub three weeks prior. Didn't reg
these Royal people were like, Fitz wasn't there to break the
we ventured on and within no time we had pitched and were wan
sides at the bonfire amid verses from quite = way back and tg
from Dublin,

The fleet grew on Saturday morning as oft we set we
the town of lullingar. Weather so so but not unpleasant. Se
come all tne way from Blancharastown and by Mullingar had gro
thirty., 4 mixea fleet of cruisers, open boats and a2 vaddle B
loczl V,E.C. students, especially for the occassion,

t was evident that the passage of boats through th
scmething new or not seen tor many a long aday. The trzin dri
Iarmer knew, the bridges manned by young and old. Then the m
Band and Majorettes., . wonder where the Hark is now,

The navigation presented no problems, tne odd ferti
in the cutting east of Mullingar. The wivic recept

Tributes were paid and rightly so. At the ev
in the Zridge Club final restorstion was promised, by 19%1 to
possibly within five years to the Shannon.
The ball is rolling it will not stop now. Ole,
-~000--

Breznch News

As you are awazre the summer 3 day berthage is in ope
expected that a2ll members will honour this reguirement. Duri

river moorings have been refurbished to facilitate you.

Hext ferigl and 3Branch Meeting come September,

-~000=-~

Shannon Forum

The I.V.h.I. at the June meeting expressed dissatis
tne composition of the delegation and the agenda for the rece
Zrendan Daly, Linister of State with responsability for the S

Tne deputation consisted of P.J. Coghill Co.Co., Fo
sGrian Leddy Secretary of Forum (I.F.4.) Jimmy Joyce Co.Clo.,
Chzirman and Pat lionaghan (I.F.4.)

The Agenda as snown was to say the least very much

James O'Connor of I.B.R.O. supported our views and

dissztisfaction that whilst the agenda was availzble the lay

made aware of its content.
Norman Black of Board Failte requested that the wat
should be represented on future delegations.

Llan Shaw of the E.S.B. expressed dissatisfaction

the meeting and requested that for the next meeting z detaileq

arth policy”

1ly know what
ice, No matter,
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wven boats had
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ver tooted, the
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et the Dublin Bridge, now a culvert some four feet wide with four
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faction at both
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rum Chzirman,

Forum YVice
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farming package.
expressed
meeting was not

ETWays users

»f the report on
i report should be

circulested.

The next meeting will be held in Carrick on Shan

on on the 18th Sept.
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Submission from the River Shannon Forum to Mr. Brendan Daly, T.D., Minister of

State, Department of Finance for meeting on 9th May, 1990.

-
/

1. Optimum management of lake storage capacity and control of water levels to

mimimise flooding of land. All sluice gates and locks must operate efficiently.

2. An Engineers study should be undertaken to assess the flood storage/control

potential of Lough Allen and Lough Ree.

3. Further investigation of the Summer Relief Scheme must be undertaken if any
progress is to be made on implementing a solution to the Shannon Floding Problem.
In order to do this stage 1 needs to be updated before stage 2 investigation is

carried out.

4. That a study be done on the effects of siltation in the Meelick-Banagher
stretch on the extent and duration of Summer Flash Flooding and to estimate the

effects of removal of silt deposits on the abatement of Summer Flash Flooding.
5. That the Government be asked to asign responsibility and the necessary finance
for the maintance of the main stem of the River Shannon as a drainage channel to

a competent agency.

6. The Forum should investigate the possibility of funding from the EEC Structural
Fund.

7.. Control of Effluent Discharges.



£n Talsce Leeting

On Londay 23%th May & public meeting was held in the Jolly lariner
to high light the need for a concerted approach for the River Shannon.

The meeting was chaired by Michael Gill and attended by lrs Mary
Harney, linister of State at the Department of the Environment and Representatives
of commercial, farming, angling and boating interests.

It was evident that great concern is telt for the serious
deterioration of water quality and the need for an Authority with teeth to
redress tnis situztion. I'rs Harney promised to investigate and evaluate the
situation and report on ner decision as soon zs possible.

~==000==~

suarterly Heport from our National Council Delegztes

keeting of Council held ir Mullingar on 11th may, 1990.
Cur President Damien Deianey inh the chair:-

1) Pump-out ‘oilets There was a lengthy discussion on this matter anda
many diftfering views were expressed.
llatters raised included standardisation of ritiings, sewage treatment
facilities in towns and control of other sources of pollution. It was
decided that I.w.A.I. did not really have sufticient information on all
aspects of this issue and that z committee might be formed to investigate.

S.5. Wires Some progress has been made. in a letter received

‘rom E.5.B. they indicate that they nave accepted our argument about the
molguluy of quoting clezrances based on "Normzl Summer Levels”, Ln zuture
there will be an Air Draught availaple of 11 metTres above High Water Levels
pluQ safety clearance). rhis vill involve rzising a number of crossinrs,
vnich they hope to ao this vear.

3 shannor rorum Declan Valsh reported that z seminar hac been nela
at which aAn Taisce and irish Wilclite made = presentation on the Callows.
L suomission has beer. made 10 tne [inister on the 1961 so-callea "Summer
neller Scheme" by & sub-committee of the Forum consisting entirely of
Iarmers., Ls a result of a discussion on uv72is issue it was aecided to put
The views of Ll.w.i.I. in writing to the rorum., An Taisce propose Tu call
& Public Neeting to discuss setting up .z Shannon iuthority

L) Shannon Navigation Rill Tnis is expected to be law soon. Amongst ozher
things 1t gives 0.P.VW. power to establish z regisier of boats. Our views
on 11 possible new bye-~laws will be made known to C.P.VW. and we would
hope to be consulted,

5) Co-options: lMarie Hyland and Eddie Slane (R.C.A.G.) were co-onted to
Council,

o) Trophy Sleney Zranch announced a new Trophy in memory of the late
Cecll liiiler. .

7 Next leeting 14th September 1990 :

-=000==



Pollutior Particles

Wher I first stazrted writing these srnippets on pollution, it was the
Editor wno selected the title, and an apt one it is, as, basically pollution
is made up of a whole lot of little bits. OFf course we have our Sellasfields
and our Ringaskiddy's but they are really the product and not the underlying
cause., The underlying cause is man, too many of us, and the big polluters are
the results of efforts to supply the needs of man in modern western civilisation.

The North American Indian saw himself as a part of God's crestion, as
an equal partner in the ecology in which man, animals and plants had equal
rights, and not, as the Bible seems to suggest, that creztion was for man's
pleasure and exploitation.

Tleasure and Exploitation - You are looking forward to & holiday on the
annon; may 1t give vou untold pleasure; have z marvelous time, bui vlease
n't exploit it. &4 cruiser is a potentizl polluter in sc many ways. Is rour
ine in top class condition or is it pumping out black smoke? Vhet are your
ges like? There rezlly shouldrn't be any oil leaks - you wouldn't put up
h it in your car - andé when you do have to pump your bilges use bilgex or
some similar ppoduct, sc that any oil will be quickly dispersed. When taking

L2
3 0

on fuel make sure none is spilt. There should be =z specizl protection on the
nczzle., Opven sez loos will soon be a thing of the past. Holding tanks etc.,
will cost money and take up valuable space. Dont complain, get or with it and
instell the best. The sink is a necessary evil in more senses than one, but
cut thne effluent to 2 minimum e.g., use tea-bags and put them in the ovin. You

R

dont tnrow potatoe »neelings and the like out the back door at home, Tins

bottles or even cigarette obutts either, so dont do it on the river. Of course
it is handy and you will never see them agesin, but others will, and they zre of
trhe Pollution Particles which are slowly but surely destroying this unbelievarly
complex and veautiful world in which we live,

--000=-~

Shannon %ozt Rallvy

Countdown now on.,

The Hon.Secretary

Decpie Valsh

82, Zelgard Heignts,

Tzllazght,

Duvlin 24, i
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Hello

Branch Meeting
Monday 3rd September, 1990
Seans Bar at 8.30 p.m.

Remember
End of Season Rally and Dance
W/E 29th 30th September

Branch Rally Dance Jolly Mariner
Friday 28th

Rallies:
Shannonbridge and Lecarrow

more details next issue.

Shannon Rally 1990

The Shannon R\ylly this year returned to its normal size with
a fine entry of 64 and was also blessed with fine weather. Indeed a wet
and windy Sunday at the assembly point in Rooskey was about the only bad day
experienced and even there the Wine and Cheese (which weat a bomb) and the
Coffee Morning (Black and Strong!) were both held in the open. These get-to-
gethers got the rallyists off to a good start and Drumsna and then Carrick
were the scenes of a string of competitions and social events, The 'Iron Lung!
crew had come as Vikings,while Derek McCann had the 'Lady of Dublin' dressed
up as a Police Launch complete with Coppers! The Carnival Night/ Fancy Dress
in Carrick was something else. 3ut behind all the fun and games the various
competitions were taking place, boating standards were improved and the
newcomers were learning rapidly. From there up to Lough Key and a busy
two days doing land and water sports, sailing races, quiz and talent contests.
Coothall was the scene of the 3ring and Buy Auction in aid of R.N.L.I. which
once agalin raised £500. Sean itz ended up with a hoarse and dry throat!

The prize giving and results on Saturday produced a triumph for
small voats as the winners of the Shannon Rally Trophy were Richard and
Ann HNurphy of Dublin in 'Kri-Xri' a 26' Freeman. This was only their 2nd
Rally. Amongst the results of interest to Athlone members was Lst in
Sailing Class oy #iona Purey and ichael Lynch still on their noneymoon in
'dloma', fthe win of I.¥.A.I. Preasident Jamien Delaney in the Boderg Cup Jailing
/.



Ze
7
race, Sam Herrashty's 1lst place in mooring competition and Rosemary Furlong's win
in tne Fishing competition.

At %he closing dinner, Cheirman Denis Skehan spoke out against the
proposed registrztion of boats and the increases in charges on the river,
Commodore Bernard Delaney in his speech emphasized the real benefits to boat
owners in participating on the nally -~ greater experience and above all an
awgreness ol safety recgulrements.

The rally was a great success and enjoyed by all, even if some of
he arrangements did seem to be put together in haste at the last moment. OUne
inal comment is this - Ramsey Henderson in 'Eleanora' came all the way up from
wough Uerg. His yacht draws 4'6"™ and he hit the bottom on numerous occasions
petween Lanesboro and L. Key. Surely this is something that the Shannon Forum
might lend 1ts collective mind to instead of attempting to intertere with the
natural environment at Clonmacnoilse.

SHANNON RALLY 1990 RySultsS

rremier Award xichard Nurphy Kri-Kri ‘ 570 marks
2nd overall Donal O Siochain lron Lady 535
Jrd " Michael KiLler Duiske 524
4th " Joint Sam Herraghty Dunross 513
4tn " Les saunders 41 N 513
bth " Derek NcCann Laay of Dublin 51z

Inspection of Boats 1., Linda Larliana Samantna LI
Ze Fred Rountree Leamore
vpen Ciass = Hans Smits rucan

man Uverbozara l. Tom murpny Corbiere
2. Fiona Furey Aloma

vime xeliability i. Kri-Kri
2+ Laay of Dublin

looring l. DbDunross
2., Gillaroo Ii
davigation 1+ Iron Lady
2. AKri=-Kri
Rescue of Cruiser Up to ¢5¢ 1. Leamore
2. Hobbie t;arlana (Razz)
uver 25 l. Kri-ari

2. benis moxrfett (Lady G)

ust late 1. nosateen Nilier {Luiske)
2. Jonatnan rildes (Dutch maid)

nadies Boat sanaling : Linda Garland

B0at by Lanal VUUlSKe

Safety Award
Zoderg Cup (Sailing)

Bacardi Cup "
L.Ree Cup "
Dinghy Seiling
Tishing Tronvphy

Michael O'Riordan (Snowbird)

..

Damien Delaney (Philos)

Gillaroo II

Gillaroo II

Richard Little and Michael Miller
Rosemary Furling (Francesca)

Class Winners CRUISERS l. Iron Lady
2. Duiske
BARGES 41 K
SJLIZING Lloma

OPEL 30ATS Razz
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S > 0233 ~auncned 2t Vexzord Farvour 3cat Zlup,
wnere 7i3itors are always welcomed, 3ome Dy fthelr coming, others dy their
zoing., The Zleet =2quipped with Cecil Millers 3laney Tuide and under the
watcnful 2ye of Commodore David Xilleen set off on the eleven mile trip to
enniscorthy. Some fifteen craft participating with representatives from
ithlorne, 2ublin and Shannon Harbour branches. Mirst stoo at Killurin 3ridge
for coffee. A xind estuary with tidal variation of b feet at WexIford to
feet at Enniscorthy.

The journey in sunshnine provided the eye with rolling pasture and
good woodland. The overnight stop was at Enniscorthy, with ideal camping
facilities at the southern end of the towns river park. At the northern end
the travellers were there in force for the Strawberry Fair their accomodation
caravans, as opposed to our tents. There was no feuding. This was the night
of the Ireland/Italy match where we were guests at the local I.F.A. centre.
Athlone branch members kept watching their backs.

Sunday was competition time with President Damien taking the honours
for line throwing with Alan Waterhouse trotting away with the horseshoes.
Anchors away despite weed for a picnic up the Boro River, access only by dinghy.
Dr.Livingstone stuff!

The weekend culminated in prize giving at Wexford 3oat Club with
the Leydon Waterhouse crew taking the superb Cecil IIiller trovhy.

Cur thanks to Slaney 3ranch for a weekend well worth while, Cecil
would nave been very pleased.
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CCRRZIE RLLLY 7th - 9th Julv 1930

This was our 2nd Corrib Hally, the 1st the inaugerzl rally some
tnirteen years ago. Then it rzined and reined this fime 1t was a sizzler,
On Priday voats launched at Lisloghry, the fleet travelled

au
leaving Lshford to starboard for overnight at Golden Bay. Tents pitched
tnen some to Cong for porter.

Saturday, fleet away for lunch %time stop at Ballycurrin Bay.
Wezther hot but fresh with the larger craft giving welcome shelter to the
open voats.

Owernight at thet most famous of islands lnchagill now enhanced
with ar I.W.4.1. jetty. B5=bB=3 znd sing song with great crack and curried
ribs and ourgers and Heiniken anéd porter. Mood lighting and drink cooling
by & friendly senerator

Sunday Economical 3ervice rollowed by place settings for a
party of notellers being feasted on tne 1sland. I only the wind got up
we would have gorged ourselves, Liway after swims to picric stop at Doonus.
Zunday night stopover at Cornamona with a wzlk to town. The question of
lionday bpeing a workday didn't even arise. 4 return visit to lnchagill for
londay lunch. You've heard of spare ribs,have you ever had missing ribs!

3oats out at Lisloghry. L4 couple of things. The clarity of the
water on Corrib is how all ouxr waterways should look. The hospitality of the

Corrib and the work put into tne weekend is fantastic.,

If you have not done & Corrib Rally, you should.
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FOR SALE
27' Cabin Cruiser : Clinker 3uilt :
4 Berth : Peritins piesel

Cabin in need of some repair.
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Tel: 0902 75993
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24D OF 5BA30N sRANCH «ALLY DAICE
sriday 28th Septemver

Jolly wariner iarina
Y Dedle
Live iusic ~ Set vinner Spots

300K now with sSean and <ridie ceeaos Tickets £10,00
Rally Shannonoridge
4 choice
Lough Ree

Branch YNews

Congratulations to westmeath County Council who nave acquirea
forshore at Wineport for public access.

Tne area which is just nortan of Portaneena wilil ve developed
2§ a swimming area witn plans to incorporate a pubiic slipway, well done.

Next 3Branch lleeting
Monday 1ist uctober
seans 3ar 8,30 p.m.

Water Levels

Tne levels on Lough xtee are presently at 122 vu.D.
The agreement petween the x.S.3. and the ooating interest of
123" 0.D. 3o mid august and 122' 0.y. To ena of obeptember nas veen maintainea

Boat owners are aavised to exercise caution to avoid damage
when negotiating areas known to pe ckitical and are encouragea to notify
your brancnes of aifficulvies,

Tnis reauction in level will erfect in some areas the navigation
lever of 4'o™ by 1!
. ¥e¢ uave been advised that a further reduction of levels, subject to
climatic conditicns, may occur after September, however, it is not

envisaged to go as low as 121' 0.D.
There is now, with substantial boat traffic expected to end of

September, a strong case for a review of reduction dates.
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cuarter.yv Revort fror our National Council Delergctes

Meeting of Council - Kullingzr 14th Septemper 1990
Damien Delaney in tne Chair.

1) Meeting with 0.P.W. re Grand Canal was held, but delegates still
have many complaints re levels. There is a suggestion that the
Canal might be closed for a while during the winter for repsirs of
leaks.

2) Shannon Forum Declap ‘al reported agzin on an on-going basis.

z, Athlone to leelick level is to be neld a2t same minimum as last
vesr ¢

v; C.7.W. say that level of L.Ree is k.S.B, responsipility

c; The Lirnister has rulea sut a full drzinage scheme Zor the Sheanncn,

- Sc whzt e2lse is new?- Vell, tnere wac z reminder at the meetinc thet
tre Shannor Forum nas functions ctner than fiooding and perhavs <ney

saould pe reminded of that.

%) Snannor - kErne Link £30 miltlion funding nas oeen aprroved and
E.S.:. 'nternational {as tne coniractors) nave zdveriised fox» tenders
for the ist contract (at l.scur). There is z 2 year tzrget ror
completicn,., Enniskillier nere we come'!

£’ Clionfert VWie nave peen asked for advice on = proposed ettty souin
cf Shannonoridge to racilitzte visits t¢ tnis nisstoric site.

-} Ctner liems Discussed or reporied on were:

fump-out toilets;

Shannon uide on a computerised dete base;

Ulister Canzl and the 50at Show (o3n - 10th march 1v91°
2t Point pepot, wublin,

c sex¥t meeting  23rd vovember 19C0

sonr Veaving lemcrial

Cr Sunday 1oth Septemrcer Lir Damier Delzner President of I.V.A.I

nerformec tne urvelling of ine John Teaving llemorizl Zust 2t T

m

rcle Tlavedld

.ave Trotec

ronegusifial

Red Hard Chine ergl
Taxen from Lough Ree Yach
Any information to 4erizl plezase.
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Quayside,

Hodson

Pillar

November 1990

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
OF
ATHLONE BRANCH
ON
FRIDAY T7th DECEMBER 8.30 pm
IN

THE JOLLY MARINER ATHLONE.

Joint discussions are in progress at present with Westmeath
County Council and the various local interested parties
regarding the official opening of Athlone Castle next June.
It is envisaged that the next phase of the Quayside
development will be completed by this date with the Docks
Quay becoming a one way traffic system for south bound

traffic.,

A work - in by Branch Members took place at Hodson's
Pillar during September. The ivy was removed from the pillar
itself and the surrounding area was selectively pruned to
highlight its feautures, The pillar will require some rem-
edial work to protect the cap and base from further deter-

ioration.

Branch Meeting Monday 5th Nov. 8.30 pm Sean’s Bar,



shannon Forum.

September .leeting Report.

‘J

Thig was the first meeting since the circulation of the revort
on the meeting with Mr. Brendan Daly, T.D. Minister of State, Dept. of Finance.
The 3ecretary was in receipt of our corresspondance of 12th 3ept. osutlining
our position that
1. There was no agreement to lower levels south of Athlone
other than the three inches, as previously decided.
2. There was no agreement to lower Lough Ree, to a minimum
navigation level ie 121' over datum. Agreement was to
maintain the level at 123' until mid August and to 122!
to the end of September.
3. The appointment of an agency with responsability for the
maintenance of the River Shannon as a drainage channel
is at varience with the Forums aspiration of a Shannon
Authority which does” not seem to have been on the agenda,
despite previous agreement.

All of these points were substantiated by Declan Walsh I.W.A.I. reores-
entative as being in direct conflict with decisions taken at previous Forum
meetings. This view was fully supported by James 0'Connor of I.B.R.A.

The IWAI position was further supported by Alan Shaw of the E.S.3.
who endorsed the 1978 agreement between the Z.5.3. and the Waterway Users
as that outlined in ( 2 ) above.

The 3ecretary Adrian Leddy stated that the intention was ‘o lower levels
only where nossible and when it would not effect navigation. This interpretation
was not accepntable to either IWAI or IBRA who regarded the 1978 agreement as %the
official vosition. Alan Shaw informed the meeting that this was also the criteria
as used by the ESB.

The meeting agreed that both the composition and agenda of all future
delegations would be decided by the Forum prior %o such meetings.

The position as regards Towns and types of treatment plants in operation
at present was discussed. It was agreed to do a base line study of this and to
have available for the Jovember meeting.

After the meeting the members were orought on a tour of the Aguahatch
Salmon Fisheries on Louzh Allen.

Yotice to Jdavigators.

Shannon.

-

Albert Lock will 2e closed “or esssential repairs

from 3th Jov., %o 11ta Dec.
Navigation will again ve closed this winter
to allow Zur<ther remedial work.
Discussions at %the request of the Cffice of Public Yorks is ia Jrogress
as %Yo the type of marking system to bDe operated on the 3allinamore % 3allyconnell,

The cnoice oI adopting the Zrme or the Shannon system. ‘the Athlone 3ranch on

the vasis > safety Zactor supports the Zrne system. The final ijeciszion wil



(18}

Pollution Parricles.
well its all oehind us and what a season its been for
boating and the great outside in general., On the pollution front it seems
to have been a good year in general. None of the massive fish kills of prev
-ious years and on Lough Ree no mysterious foam.

There was a lot of dead perch in April and May but maybe this is a
normal facet of post spawning, and the direction of the wind may have brought
them to my shore. Fly life seemed to be at a minimum again this year, bit we
would need a scientist to decide this was good or bad, for while pollution
kills some sort of fly, it encourages others.

The quality of the water semmed better than usual, with very little
bloom apart from a few days during the hot weather in July which cleared
very quickl y, leaving excellent quality all through August. But then came
Sunday 10th September and an unbelievable thick green bloom lasting more
than a week., The main cause of bdoom is phosphate and the main source of
phosphate is agriculture in origin. The farmers lobby on the Shannon Forum
is very voall in regard to water levels on the river, Would they be as int-
erested and vocal with regard to the eutrofication of the water, which if
unc@ecked will turn our beloved river from a salmonid to a cyprinid state,

Water quality should always be top priority in any debate relative
to the river. Economically it is the key elemen¥ many times more important
than anything that could be achieved by tricking with levels,

Remember,
-------- Get out your pens , paints and memories and submit your entries
for our annual Harry Rice competition
Theme

OQur Inland Waterways.

Essay, log or painting.
Senior & ul5 groups.

When making a carrot cake I thought why not a parsnip

cake as well ?

Set the oven to moderate, Gas Mark 4 or 350 oF/ 180 oC
fl oz sunflower or corn oil.
0z light brown sugar
egzs size 3
oz flaked almonds, optional , for top of cake.
oz parsnip, peelesd and grated
0z selfraising wholemeal flour
level teaspoon of baking powder, and all spice.
level teaspoon of salt.

Place the o0il, sugar, eggs, lemon rind, almonds and grated parsnip in a
large mixing bowl and beat together until all the ingredianis are well mixed.
Sift together the tlour, paking powder, all spice and sal%, and stir into

the mixture.
Turn into the prepared tin ( base lined and graesee ) and bake for one hour
or until a skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean.
‘When cool cover top with lemon butter icing.

Hne O O =W U Ul



uyr tne River Zuck,

Havins hearc tne rumour
Suck, Sheil=z decided that oursel
first-henc. Sc ar expeditior was or
this I was zlso comrisciomed to re
¢f *the Shannon Guilie,

There are { as ne nzvigetion merkers at the entrance, bdut don'it et
tnat putv you off, for Ine river is wide, deep and (except where marked ) Free of
hazerds. The couniryside for the Iirst few miles is rather flat and feaztureless, but
efter about 1r miles we met the infamous Bord na Mona railway bridge. This is without
aoubt the lowest fixed bridge on ine® navigetion. Crannagh has an air-draught of 7'1C"
and we had cnly 4'5" c’e”“ance - remerder this was in mid - September jduring the dry
spe_l, { ¢ 7' 9" Ir sill ithlone Lock, Bd. ) = so if your boat has a “lying-briige
or tne river in flood - take care !

hZter aznother mile or so of inveresting scenery we came o Creggan Ford.

This has peen areaged on the southerrn pank ané is now clearly marked., This was “ollowed
oy & wide pleasant streight of severzl miles, where I couléd relax and admire <he improv
-ing scenery - depth was anything from 3 to 5 metres. Shortly after the end of this
stiraight we arrived at Correen Ford (apout which more anon ) znd we tied up for the
night very snugly to a little " island " which has a dry walk to the shore ( in summer),
orreen Fora is an area wnich is very popular with rishermern, for the reason
thet 2 smell tarred road runs down to it and it is provided with a 1i*% 1 turning area

s about great goings - on by <The
ves end Crannagh would just have I h

erised and naturally when Ruth Hezrd learned of
r' 2 ! information for the next

SRS &

j o

[Sh

<

~ilTvlie

and a2 picnic table and benches. It was here that we had arranged to meet Norman ancd
Rosemary Furlong and Iriend “red, whc were arriving the tollowing morring.

correen Ford was & narrow, rocky section of rapids which has now been
cleaned out by U,P.W, - indeed the dragline was still on the site. The narrow goes
almost completely arouna "our" litile island betore we again gained deep, wide water,

So with our crew apoard we pressed on to see how near Ballinasloe could
we get ! A Yew more miles ( and dozens of fishermen ) turther on, we got our answer
- one more red barrell, a bend, rocks right across the river and a big yellow sign
announcing " xnd of Navigation *“.

We Trouna good turning space between %the red barrell and the yellow sign.
S0, how near to Ballinasloe did we get 7 Well, we cdia see a spire and z tower over
the Irees ! Roughly about ¢z miles away. U.P.V. have contirmed tnat they have plans
%o buile & lock near Culiliagnmore whicn would zive a sufricent neignt of water %o
navigate Ic wltnin a snort strol.i oI “he town.

we all turned pack To go downstream “url of hope and oI aamiration for
C.r.w, Tne destruction or the Ballinasloe Line of the Grand Canal nas at last been
avenged ! !

otal travelling time ror ime return journey : about 3 nours.

Creggan Ford. Correen Ford. Culliaghmore rord.
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Notice to Membership.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ATHLONE BRANCH

FRI. 7th DECEMBER
8.30 pm
in

THE JOLLY MARINER MARINA

ALL MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO ATTEND.

Agenda : Reports

Election of Officers.

Election of sub-committees,
a) Rally.

b) Aerial.

A.0.B.

Cheese X Wine.

———— " e - —— —— -
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The IWAI on request from O0.P.W, nave
made submissions on the waterways nationally for consideration oy 3rady
Shipman & Martin's in their forthcoming survey.

The submission proposes development on the following,
The Grand Canal & River 3Barrow, The Ulster Canal.
The River Slaney and Canals of South Wexford. .

The Shannon Navigation. The Erne Navigation.

Lough Corrib and the River Corrib. The Boyne Navigation.

The official commencement of restoration
~work launched by An Taoiseac C.J. Haughey and Peter 3rook, Northern
Ireland Secretary last Monday 26th Nov., The financial commikment of
29.4m when broken down reads, N.I. Fund 2.4m, International Fund ».5m,

European Fund 15m, Irish Gov. 4m, & E.S.B. 2.5m.

Lough Allen.

- —— i ———— o~ ——

Survey in progress to open to navigation.

Kllbegvan 3ranch_ Line

”~
Pas Schneme in progress to restore the Kiloeggan
Harbour cuildings.
lew Jersey ana1 Society.
Tisiting members coming %o the Grand c 17t

May - 1s%t June next year.

Snannon Tuide Charts.
A decision to allow lMaptecn to computorise IWAI
charts nas peen agreed. This is likely To mean that Tuture zuides will be

in book “orm to pde associrated with relevans charts.

Sortumna llew Harbour.

——— v —— —— — - — Y —— — ——

~.D. 8. nave acdvised that the narvbour aas wo

se vacased oy 3uta Yov. uniil 25th Jan. to facilifate essenftial work.



